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who have experienced the defect of diſcipline, . 5 


mould wantonly neglect the duty which be. 


Sir ROBERT FLETCHER. , 


7 eh nk tal Hf irtinnd b 44 


4s 24561; to hat —— 
FN publitiing to the world the Trid of Nig ies Il 
bert Fletcher, it may not be deemed im 6- = 
per to give a plain and ſuccinct narrative af i F 
that gentleman's military ſervices, . 'Þ3 is not uſual 2 — 
that thoſe, whoſe conduct has acquired. to them 4 Po 5 
praiſe and reputation for a courſe of years, ſhould, r 
at one ſtroke deſerve infamy : z or that perſons 2 


rd 


and lamented it in others under their com 


AL 


ö - i: 4 we — | * 
* © % : 


| owe themſelves to their ſuperiors, eſpecially ii 
ſuch inſtances as tend to confound all principles 
8 of 2 command, obedience and ſubordina- 
F And although no circumſtantial inductions 
can * put in ballance with poſitive proofs ſup- 
ported by unqueſtionable evidence, yet when op- 
poſite declarations appear, candour will univerſally 
decide itſelf in favour of thoſe who have intitled 
themſelves to our confidence by a ſeries of meri- 
torious conduct. 


Sir Robert Fletcher entered into the ſervice of 
ine Eaſt India Company before the ſiege of Ma- 
draſs. He was an officer in that corps, under the 

command of Major Preſton, which Lally ſays in 
his letter, « did him more miſchief than all the 
 weſt;” Here Mr. Fletcher had in four different 

actions the good fortune to feceive the thanks of 

+ Maſbr - Preſton, At Wandiwaſh he was the firſt 

who entered the breach: When Carongal was ta- 
ken, Colonel Coote, Who Expected the French 
* would take the' advantage of the breaches made 
by us in the attack, and beſiege it without delay, 

did him the honour to appoint him to the com- 

- mand of that place: during the ſiege of Pon- 
dicherry, he took the s fort of Pondemally 
| 8 with 


L231 


with three companies; of feapoys: only, - nk 


appeared before it, with a latge forct: of Euro- 
| peans, Sepoys, and artillery, but did not think 
fit to venture the ſiege of iti. Afterwards he ſur- 


| prized this very town of Ginger, and burnt the 


French magazines there. After this, he was ap- 
pointed Aid de camp to Colonel Coote; during 


: the ſiege of Pondicherry, who. has, often teſtified, 
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No 


uldsn 


his ſenſe of Sir Robert's conduct, during the ro- 
— af chat remarkable. ſiege, When Mer. 
| Kepple was deſtined: to attack the Mauritius, Mr. 
| Fletcher was pitched upon to ſail, from, Madras. ' 
to tho iſlands, for acquiring intelligence : he em: 
barked in a ſhip of ten guns with thirty, ſoldiers, . 


Being arrived off che inland of Mauritius, and 
under ſome difficulty how to execute the pur- 
© poſe of the voyage, Mr. Fletcher reſalved to at- 
tack the neighbouring iſland, of Diego Rais. It 
was. defended by Captain Puigney, with ſeventy 


4142, os 


men under. his command, and a battery of eight 
guns; there were alſo a ſmall F. rench frigate and a 


merchant ſnow in the road. The whole was re- 
duced by Mr. Fletcher j in two De,, 


Far | „ 


tal 


Upon his return to Madras, Mr. Fletcher Was 
appointed Major of Brigade, in which ſtation he 
 ferved at three ſieges under General Caillaud, 
who has given public teſtimony of his conduct 
- ployed at the ſiege of Manilha under General 
Dnpier As this diſtinguiſhed officer, who is 
now in England, was pleaſed to name Mr; Flet- 
cher to have-the honour of laying the colours of 

that city at His Majeſty's feet, it may be better 

to refer to General Drapier, than to recapitulate 

the particular ſervices which induced him to ſhew | 

this mitk of preference and diſtinction to a man 
who is now under difgrace z but whoſe ſervices 

had then the good fortune to meet with che ap- 
probation of His Majeſty, who rewarded them ; 
with the honout of Actighthood; as a a mark of his 
i favour. 


In the year 174% Sir Robert Fletcher was ap- 
| pointed by the directors, Major in the ſervice of 
the Eaſt India Company on the Bengal eſtabliſh- 

| ment, and next in command to Major Knox. 
00on after his departure for India, it was thought 
proper to inveſt Lord Clive with the whole power 

| pd wihority of the company, who projected innu- 
| fnerable 


3 F 
hnerabie —— . — in the ( 
ſhip not 1 in Bengal bikes! cats 
May 1765, found all the enemies of the company 
already ſubdued to his hand, and nothing left for 
his lordſhip but to reap” the fruits of conqueſt, 
ſucceſs and victory. In the mean time Sir Robert 
Fletcher had joined Major Munro the day after 
the battle of Buxar. He found notwithſtanding 
the efforts of that officer to eſtabliſh good order 
and diſcipline among the troops, that an uni- 
verſal ſpirit of party and diſobedience reigned a- 
mongſt them to a degtee of diſorder ſcarcely ever 
known in an European army. He had been 
himſelf repreſented in letters from England as 
ſtrongly attached to a different intereſt, which put 
him under ſome diſadvantages upon his arrival; 
and a difference of opinion, which unfortunately 
happened in more inſtances than one between him 
and Major Munro, effectually prevented any cor- 
dial union or confidence from ſubſiſting between 
them. Arriving immediately after the battle of 
Buxar, he had earneſtly requeſted to be ſent with 
a detachment towards Banaris, in order to take 
advantage of the confuſion of a diſperſed and fly - 
yy OS ing 


. ws 
ing enemy, by which means he might at leaſt 
have ſeized the cannon. which they carried off, 
with great part of their baggage, and by that 
ſingle ſtroke might probably have put an imme - 


diate concluſion to the war. The fort of Chi- 


nargur, which was ſoon after attacked,. was 
thought by Sir Robert Fletcher inacceſſible in the 
part where the attack was made; his opinion 
was over · ruled, and the attempt miſcarried with 
diſgrace, After the firſt repulſe a ſecond attack 
was made, and with the ſame ſucceſs, Two 
battalions of ſeapoys were however left to inveſt _ 
the fort, as Sir Robert had adviſed by letter * 
after the firſt repulſe, but they were ſoon: recalled 
contrary to his intention, by which means the 
place became abundantly ſupplied . with provi- 
fions, ammunition, and every-necefſary ſuccour. 
The army of Shuja Dowla lay encamped within 
fifteen miles, and Major Munro perſiſted in a 
reſolution of keeping only upon the defenſive in 
a very ſtrong poſt cloſe to the city of Banaris, 
whilſt hardly a day paſſed that he was not in- 


Aſter the firſt repulſe Sir Robert being required to give 
his opinion, wrote a letter to Major Munro, in which he di- 
ſuaded a ſecond attack, adviſed the inveſting it with two bat- 
talions of Seapoys, and the advancing the "body of the army 
towards Shudah Dowla, to make an end of the war. 
5 ſulted 


11 8 
ſulted almoſt in his camp by large numbers of 
Shuja Dowla's horſe, which cut ↄff the provi- 
Gon . neceſſary for the beaſts of burthen. And 
there is reaſon to believe, that had Shuja Dowla 
then taken advantage of that inactive diſpoſi- 

tion, he might with great eaſe have croſſed the 
Ganges with forty or fifty thouſand cavalry, 
_ (which might have been effected without boats) 

have marched directiy into the Bengal provinces, 
have poſſeſſed himſelf of che factories, and ſcattered 
conſternation and terrour all around him . 


Such was the ſituation, when the command de- 
volved upon Sir Robert Fletcher; Major Munro 
having left the army on the ſixth of January, 
1765. The ſyſtem he thought fit to adopt, was, 
indeed, the direct contrary of that perſiſted in by 
his predeceſſor, He had every Glory to com- 


The army of Shuja Dowla was placed between the 
Engliſh forces and Nudjuf Cawn, who had engaged to 
Munro: to advance upon Shuja Dowla's rear. He did not 
however advance according to lis engagement, or afford 
any aſſiſtance to the Engliſh till the ſiege of Illahabad by 
Sir Robert Fletcher, who requiring the reaſons of his con- 
duct, he confeſſed that the Engliſh having perſiſted to act 
upon the defenſive only under Banaris, he had been diſ- 


couraged from proceeding, imaginiog their affairs to hav 
N . | 
B n bat 


. 

bat with; he ſtood, or rather ſeemed to ſtand, 
almoſt ſingle in his opinions ®; the violence of 
party, ſcarcely confined itſelf to remonſtrance ; his 
orders were baffled and evaded, his defigns pro- 
trafted and diſappointed. Yet, under every diſad- 


vantage, what was the ſucceſs of his ſhort tem- 


porary command? It devolved upon him the fixth 
of January, and before the tenth of February he 


had driven out of the country Shuja Dowla, eſteem- 


ed the moſt renowned general among the princes of 
Hindoſtan ; he had taken the city and ſtrong fort 
of Joanpoor, the ſtrong fort of Illahabad with one 
hundred and fifty pieces of cannon, and the fa- 
mous Chinargar, ſo unſucceſsfully attempted by 


Major Munro. In ſhort, he had put a period to 


the war with a rapidity of ſucceſs which is almoſt 


beyond example; and, by that means, had laid the 


real foundation, not only of peace and ſecurity to 
the affairs of the company, but of that ſtate of proſ- 
krity which is become a national conſideration, and 


For which others havg been ſo Sy rewarded. 


* Mr. Haſtings 6 whoſe Leer will deſerve-to 
carry ſome ſway with it, was of the ſame opinion with Sir 
Nobert Fletcher, though he had left Bengal about a month 
beſdre, as appears by a letter from him, dated the four- 
teenth of January from Madraſs, which Sir Robert received 
„er the conqueſt of JE Ef The 
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C23. ] 
| The rewards and diſtinctiens which have been 
heaped upon Sir Robert Fletcher, i in conſequence 


of his ſervices, the reader will be ſurprized to find, 
have been one continued ſeries of diſguſt and mor. 


tification, from the arrival of Lord Clive in India. 
He was not only refuſed to ſucceed to the command 
of the third battalion, according to his right upon 
the death of Colonel Knox, but had the mortifi- 
cation to ſee Sir Robert Barker taken from the 
command of the artillery to be appointed to that 
| lation, contrary to the order of promotion, and 
to the inſtructions of the directors. Nay, fo evi- 
dent was the determination, that no opportunity 
ſhopld be loſt of diſguſting Sir Robert Fletcher 
from the ſervice, that he was refuſed by Lord Clive 0 
the common favour of exchanging his brother | 
from Madraſs z whilſt his Lordſhip was, at the ſame | 
time, removing officers to Bengal without any ex- 
change, and appointing even cadets to the rank off 
In this ſpirit, ariſing from motives, which every | 
one will aſſign to himſelf : It has been the misfor- 
tune of Sir Robert Fletcher, at the moment when he 
flattered himſelf he had deſerved the beſt of his 


country, and of the company in particular, $0. find 
B 2 his 


— " 
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his reputation tarniſhed, and all his future proſpects 
at once deſtroyed by the ſentence of a Court- 
Martial as ſevere, as he perſuades himſelf he fhall 

be able to prove the accuſation to be exaggerated 
even to falſehood, 


To ſtate this tranſaction in its true light, it will 
be neceſſary to explain the cauſe which gave birth _ 
to the diſcontent ſo generally prevailing among the 
officers, ſoon after Lord Clive's arrival in Bengal, 
and which has been made uſe of to implicate Sir 
Robert, and to compleat his ruin and diſgrace, at 
leaſt ſo far as depended upon his enemies. 


Upon the coaſt of Choromandel, where our 
troops firſt acted in conjunction with the natives, 
it had been thought fit that the officers and ſoldiers 
ſhould receive an additional pay from the Nabobs, 
in conſideration of the dearneſs of every neceſſary 
in that country; this was called batta. It was 
afterwards augmented in proportion to the diſtance 
we had penetrated into the country, and came at 
length to be double the firſt inſtitution. 


This cuſtom of double batta, nber latte | 
or not, was introduced afterwards into Bengal, by 
Lord Clive himſelf; where it had continued ever 
01.08 2 4 198 ſince 


u 1 


ſince as an acknowledged and. eſtabliſhed right. 
Upon Lord Clive's arrival in Bengal, in 1765, the 
whole revenues belonging then to the Company 
inſtead of the Indian Princes who had formerly paid 
the batta, his Lordſhip determined to make a re- 
duction of this allowance, by which a very conſi- 
derable ſaving would accrue to the revenue of the 
Company, no leſs than thirty thouſand pound per 
annum; @ ſum equal to the jaghire conferred upon bis 
Lordſhip. This ſudden reduction of the pay of 4 
victorious army, who had ſo lately put the affairs af 
the Company in a condition even above their moſt 
ſanguine expectations (however wiſe and ſalutary 
his Lordſhip might have conceived the meaſure) 
had the ill fortune to occaſion, amongſt all ranks 
of men, a ſpirit of ill humour and diſcontent, 
which might have endangered the ſafety of the 
Company, and the very poſſeſſions they had re- 
cently acquired. The Directors have, indeed, ſo 
far differed from his Lordſhip, that they have 
thought proper, ſince that time, to augment the ap- 
pointments of their officers z at the ſame time con- 
firming a very eſſential ſecurity taken from them by 
Lord Clive, (not till after the reſignations) which 
had been before fatally omitted, by obliging them 
2 the future to contrast for three years, that they 
might 


{ 12 J 


might no longer be at liberty to quit the ſervice at 
their pleaſure. As this precaution had not been 
at that time taken by the Company, the diſcon- 
tented officers had recourſe to a general combination, a 
which had been in contemplation in January; but 
the officers then contenting themſelves with apply- 


ing to the Governor and Council for redreſs of their 


grievances ; the combination, which actually pro- 
duced the reſignation, did not take place till the 
middle of April following. The reader muſt refer 
bimſelf for the particulars of this tranſaction to the 
minutes of the Court - Martial, to form his judgment 
bmw far Sir Robert Fletcher was guilty, and of what 
be was guilty. | 


The Court have adjudged him guilty of muting, | 
by a breach of the third and fourth articles of 


the ſecond ſection of the articles of war; and 


have therefore adjudged him to be cafhiered, viz. 


for having begun, excited, cauſed, or joined 
4 in mutiny or ſodition,“ and for not having 


«< uſed his utmoſt endeavours to ſuppreſs the ſame; 
or having come to the knowledge thereof, and 


having delayed to give information of it to his 


©« commanding officer.” To this charge, however, 
it is neceſſary to offer ſome few obſervations to 


(1 
the reader, previous to the evidence he is referred 
to. In the firſt place, if the officers were under no 
contract, and were at liberty to quit the ſervice 
when they thought proper, then their reſigna- 
tions ace to be conſidered as a lawful act; and, 
in that caſe, neither the reſigning, nor the en- 
couraging to reſign, much leſs the concealing an 
intention to reſign can be conſtrued into mutiny, 
and the whole charge conſequently falls at once 
to the ground, 


General Carnac, the Contmander i in hit 
his public letter to the Governor and Council, 29 
July, 1761, uſes the following words, to which 
the reader's particular attention is requeſted ; * 1 
<< have further at preſent to obſerve to you, that 
you can never oblige a gentleman to do what 
he thinks unjuſt and unreaſonable, ſo long as he 
has it in his option to quit the ſervice z and it 
is a fortunate circumſtance. we have this in our 
&« power, in a part of the world Where, by rea- 
c“ ſon of the extreme diſtance. from — we 
"us are expoſed to ſuch frequent ill-treatment. *? 


In the bert place, no lets than-Gx of che thir- 
teen members who compoſed the Court-Martial, 


* Vide Note, page 20. 


if 
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if not eight, had been themſelves acquainted with 
the combination from its commencement, and 
had never given any official information of it to 
the reſpeftive commanders under whom they 
ſerved. Of what crime then did they adjudge 
Sir Robert Fletcher guilty, if they themlelves 
were innocent * ? 


Robert was a general charge of mutiny, without 
particularizing time, place or circumſtance; a ſin- 
gularity highly irregular, as it leaves an opening 
to ſhift the charge from one ground to another, till 
ſome matter may be found of criminal accuſation; 
a proceeding fitter for a court of inquiſition, 
than for a well eſtabliſhed and equitable tribunal. 
That in the next Place, this charge is founded 
upon an anonymous letter, the worſt of all foun- 
dations for a court of juſtice to inſtitute upon it a 
criminal proſecution, even though it be after- | 


8. os 
| It is to be obſerved, that the charge againſt Sir 
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2 Tn the aſſociation in 1769 for a general reſignation 
upon Captain Mac Pherſon coming into. the ſervice, which 
was patronized by General Carnac, then Commander in 

| Chief, Sir Robert Fletcher was the only officer in the army 
who diſapproved of the combination; yet general Carnac 
was never queſtioned by Lord Clive for his behaviour on 
that occaſion, | 
| 2 ward 
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wards acknowledged by the author. In this i in- 
ſtance, the author, Mr. Bagot, upon one ſingle 
queſtion, contradicts, upon his oath, his aſſertion 
ig his letter, and. has ſince written to Sir Robert 
Fletcher a letter (now in Sir Roberr's poſſeſſion) to 
expreſs his regret upon his paſt conduct, which he 
ſays, proceeded from pique alone, and that be 

could haye no peace of mind without the forgive 
neſs of Sir Robert. The evidence of Captain 
Goddard, the principal ſupport of the charge, is 
contradicte by three witneſſes, Captain Smith, 
Enſign Paton and M' Phearſon; and bears, in other 
reſpects, the moſt ſuſpicious marks of partiality. 
With regard to the charge itſelf, it conſiſts of 
two accuſations, the exciting the officers to reſign 
their commiſſions, and the delaying to give infor- 
mation immediately to the commanding officer. 
The firſt accuſation is principally founded upon 
what paſſed in the month of January, at the 
table of Captain Goddard, and which is ſuffi- 
ciently explained in the defence of Sir Robert, 
ſupported by the evidence of Lieutenant Dunbar, 
with regard to the manner of its introduction. 
The reſolution of the officers however to reſign, 
could not have been the conſequence of what then 
happened ; ſince, in the month of February, they 


2648 þ 
went no o further than to preſent a memorial-of their 
grievances to the Governor and Council; it was 
not till the firſt of May, that the reſignation of 
their commiſſions actually took place 1 
meaſures taken by Sir Robert to prevent thoſe re- 
ſignations, at leaſt ſo far as his influence ex- 
tended, is fully proved, even to the offering to 
advance the ſum in which they had bound them- 
ſelves to the aſſociation ; whilſt at the ſame time it 
appears, that bat aſſociation was ſo far from truſt- 
ing Sir Robert as the accomplice of their deſigns, 
that they took the utmoſt care to keep their meet- 
ings from his knowledge T. To theſe conſider- 


It is proved upon the evidence, that in the month of 
January, before the converſation at Captain Goddard's table, 
Sir Robert Fletcher had ſtrongly diſſuaded Captain Bevan, 
Lieutenants Kyd and Dunbar, belonging to his family, 
from joining with the other officers to reſign, aſſuring them 
they ſhould be no loſers ;...That in the month of April he 
reprimanded ſeverely Mr. Dunbar for having engaged him 
ſelf;— That on the twenty-ſecond of April he diſſuaded in 
like manner Mr, William Patton, and offered him five hun- 
dred pounds to diſcharge the penalty of his bond; the ſame 
offer he made about the ſame time to Captain Stainforth, 
Lieutenants Shrimpton, M Phearſon, Dunbar and Kyd. 
It is proved, that the officers were apprehenſive, if Sir 
Robert ſhould diſcover their aſſociations, that he would ſend 
them priſoners, and not accept their commiſſions. That Cap- 
tain Goddard enjoined to Serjeant Hardy the ſtricteſt ſecrecy, 
66 * to * Colonel, Sir Robert Fletcher,” when he 
copied 
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ations we muſt add, that it was owing to his pru- 
dence and management alone that this meaſure was 
followed by no bad conſequences whatever; that 
the intention of Captain Goddard (declared in the 
hearing of Captain Stainforth) to ſeduce the men 
under his command was defeated, and the ſoldiers 
kept within their duty. In ſhort, that Lord Clive, 
when he arrived at Monghier, did not find a ge- 
neral revolt, and perhaps himſelf a priſoner; for 
they were exaſperated to the higheſt degree, and 
his lordſhip was of all others the moſt improper | 
perſon to attempt to reconcile them to the ſervice v. 


copied a letter addreſſed to the officers of the third brigade, 
that the lights were put out, and the doors ſhut in the houſe 
where the officers held their meeting, upon Sir Robert's paſſing 
through the ſquare. Indeed, the ſame teſtimony is given in a 
letter from the officers themſelves under their hands to Sir 
Robert before he left Calcutta. © We think ic our duty to 
« declare, in the moſt- folema manner, that neither your 
« words, actions, nor any part of your conduct whatſoever, 
1% did in any ſhape influence us, to join in that combination, 
* and we further declare that we were afraid of nothing 
« ſo much as your coming to the „ our 
« ſchemes.” + 
lt appears, hat great part, of the nt Lo hs. 
ally in arms after the reſignations upon the fourteenth of 
May in a tumultuous and riotous manner, upon their having 
been perſuaded, that Sir Robert was a party to the tranſ- 
action, but that upon his declaring to them his diſappro- 
bation of it, and deſiring them to return to their barracks, 
"2. they 


had over the private men, 
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Wich regard to the ſecond accuſation, viz. the 
not giving immediate information of ſuch inten- 
tions among the officers to the commanding 
officer; in the firſt place, it was the opinion of 


Sir Robert Fletcher, as it has been the 'opinion of 
ſome of the beſt authorities in England, that he 
was bimſelf the commanding officer intended by 
the articles of war, having been inveſted with the 


power of holding and approving general Courts 


Martial, and having no ſuperior where he then 
was, nor within any diſtance which could have 
made it practicable for any one but himſelf to 
have applied the remedy. If however this part 
of the charge relates to what paſſed i in January, 


the anſwers are obvious. There was no ſettled 


deſign among the officers whatever, till they re- 


ſolved upon their memorial to the Governor and 


Council, which, beſides that it was a lawful re- 


monſtrance, ipoke ſufficiently for itſelf, As to 


the N- ſpirit of ill humour and diſcontent 


they diſperſed. immediately, 4 the 1 ceifed.The 


letter from the officers to Sir Robert upon his diſgrace, 


(for the fig ring which fourteen of them were made priſoners 
by Lord Clive) and another from the private ſoldiers upon 
the ſame occaſion, ſhew ſufficiently the affection and attach- 
ment they bore perſonally to Sir Robert, oy the influence a: 


among 


„ 
among the officers, and a general report of an in- 
tention to reſign, it was univerſal through the 
whole army, and notorious every where, even at 
Calcutta; and indeed Sir Robert had received al- 
teady more than one reprimand from Lord Clive 
for alluding to that ſpirit of diſſatisfaction. If then | 
this charge of concealment relates- to the ſecond 
combination in April, which did actually produce 
the reſignations, Sir Robert appears to be ſtill 
more fully juſtified. It appears that the combi- 
nation and determined intention of the officers to 
teſign, was not known to him till the twentieth of 
April; by the twenty fifth he contrived means to 
come at the knowledge of the particulars of the 
officers conduct both with regard to his own and 
the other brigades, and on that day wrote to Lord 
Clive, who was at the diſtance of two hundred 
Miles upon his journey to join Sir Robert; on the 
twenty - eighth Lord Clive returns an anſwer, in 
. Which he tells him his conduct is highly commen- 
dable . On the twenty-ſixth of May Mr. Baget, 


On the 14th May Sir Robert expreſſes himſelf in the 
following words, in a letter to Lord Clive. «© Some have 
* been very troubleſome, and particularly thoſe whom I all 
along ſuſpected, and whoſe confidence I uſed every art to 
* goin in Jannary lf, when I kewl the whe RA 


4 * a plan 


E 20 J 


author of the anonymous letter, is made Chap- 
lain to the Brigade; on the twenty-firſt of June 
Lord Clive writes to Sir Robert Fletcher, to invite 
him to a conſultation at Patna, to conſider of pro- 
per meaſures in conſequence of the late combina- 
tion, where, upon his arrival, he is e 


made priſoner. 


7 11 any one, judging of the ſtate of the army 
in India by that in Europe, ſhould till aſk, . why 
Sir Robert did at laſt receiye the reſignations of 
the officers, they will recollect, that the officers 
had entered into no contract “, and therefore that 
they could not be obliged to retain their, com- 
miſſions a moment longer than it was agreeable 
to them Þ ; ſo that in India this was never made 
a charge againſt him. But, on the other hand, 
could he have refuſed to accept them, it would 
neither have conſiſted with prudence or policy. 
« a plan of quitting the brigade without giving any warning. 
% T even went ſo. far as to approve of ſome of the ſchemes, 
« that they might do nothing without my knowledge,” 
On the 15th May. Lord Clive arrives at Mongheer, ſtays 


two days with Sir Robert, and thanks him for his conduct. 
"IO In the act 27 George II. the word contracted r. 


larly ſpeciſec. 
+ Carnac's letter to the Governor and Council of Bengal 


in the foregoing note. | | : 
| The 


16 21 } 


The moment the combination was ripened to that 


point, there remained nothing for him the com- 


manding officer to do, but to ſeparate the male- 
contents from the others, to take from them all 
authority over the men, and to ſhut them out of 
the garriſon; by which means, the malevolence 
of their intentions became baffled, the garriſon was 


kept in its obedience, and they became the dupes 


of their deep · laid machinations : The event juſti- 
fied the wiſdom of Sir Robert's determination, and 
the integrity of his intentions, 


Theſe conſiderations being premiſed, the reader 
will now enter into a free, candid and impartial ex- 
amination of the minutes of the Court-Martial, to- 
gether with Sir Robert Fletcher's defence. If 'there 
ſhall appear to him in Sir Robert's conduct after 
all, any thing that deſerves cenſure, any unguarded 
expreſſion, or any omiſſion of what might in 
ſtrictneſs have been expected of him, ſhort of 
criminal intention, ſurely he has merit in the ſer- 
vice to plead for him ſufficiently, that the extreme 
rigour ſhould not be dealt out to him; leaſt the 
ſummum jus ſhould, in this inſtance, appear to every 
generous mind the ſumma injuria. But if on the 
contrary, the reader ſhould be induced to form a 

different 
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different judgment; if it ſhall appear to him that 
the allegations in the charge are not proved, or 
that what is proved does not amount to a criminal 
charge, or expoſe him in the frigh ſenſe to the 
ſeverity of the law; if this ſhould be his opinion, 
what ſatisfaction will he eſteem adequate to injured 
innocence, to blaſted reputation, to Services and 
important Services, rewarded with all the ma- 
lignity, with which party ſpirit ſacrifices even 
merit itſelf to her mean purpoſes and intereſted 


reſentments. 


THE EN p. 


PROCEEDINGS 


'OF THE 
COURT-MARTIAL. 


kingdom of Ireland, and knight of the moſt 


honourable order of the Bath, governor of Fort 
William, &c. commander in chief of all the 


T ageneral court-martial, held by virtue of 


forces employed in the ſervice of the united com- 
pany of merchants trading to the Eaſt-Indies, in 
the kingdom of Bengal, and provinces of Bahar 
and Orixa, preſident of the council of Fort · Wil⸗ 


liam, and the reſt of the council hereof, at Myr. 


Abſal's gardens, on Monday the firſt * N | 


ber, 1766. 
1 Colonel 


a warrant from the right honourable lord 
Clive, baron Clive of Plaſſey, in the 


240 


Colonel Ricuand SMITH, preſident. 


MEMBERS. 
Colonel Sir Robert Barker, | Lieut: Col. Joſeph Pesch. 
Lieut. Col. Cha. Chapman. | Major Giles Stibbert. 
Major Hugh Grant. Major Chriſtian Fiſcher. 
Major Ralph Winwood. Major Charles Pemble. 


Major Primroſe Gailliez. Major James Morgan. 
Capt. John Tottingham. | Captain Nath. Kinderſley. 


Captain Tomas PzARSoN, judge- advocate. 


Extraordinary members, captain Charles Mor- 
gan, captain Scipio Carnac, captain William Heſſ- 
man, captain- lieutenant Thomas Ragull. 


The warrant conſtituting colonel Richard Smith, 
preſident, being read, as alſo one appointing cap- 
tain Thomas Pearſon, judge- advocate, and the 
preſident, members, and judge · advocate duly 


ſworn, the court proceeded to the trial of lieutefiant» 


colonel Sir Robert Fletcher, of the firſt regiment 


of the company's troops on the Bengal eftabliſh-. 


ment, who came priſoner before them, he having 
been put in arreſt by order of the right honourable 


lord Clive, commander in chief of the forces, 


&c. &c. &c. upon the charge of mutiny being 
exhibited againſt him. n 


Tbe evidences in ſupport of the charge not 


being arrived from Monghier, the court adjourned 
till Wedneſday morning, nine o'clock. 53 


Wedneſdey 


% 


[LE 
| Wadneſday Septecer 3 1566. 


| The court \mer purſuant to acoumment, 


ce colonel Ricnany sann. preſide.” 
+95 ut. „b se 3 08 Sor 4 
Colonel Sir Robert Barker, [ Lieut, Col. Joſeph Peach. 
Liein. Col. Cha. Chapman. : 2 Giles Stbbert. 
Ne ajor Chridian Ficeper. alpb Wiaygod 
or Charles Pemble. | Mb mroſe Gail por” 
Major James Mor 7 Captain John Tea, 
Nath. Kinderſley. 11 uin ne . 


eee en eee captain ScipioCarnas, 
captain William Heſſman, 3 n 
Thomas Ragull. 

Major Hugh Grant, not deiog able to i 
the court through , indiſpoſition, captain Charles 
Morgan, Learn p 


— 


ed on this trial in the following manner. 
Thomas Goddard, late captain in the firſt re- 


gimeat of infantry, on the Bengal eſtabliſhmene, - 
being duly ſworn, depoſed, That at the latter end 
of December 1765, or January 1766, the follow- 
Ing occurrences were the ſubject of a converfation 
in a company, conſiſting of lieutenant-colonel Sir 
Robert Fletcher, captains Roper and Parker, 
— Watts, Dunbar, Bevan, and Francis, | 
B 2 and 


( 4 ) 
and Mr. Bzgot, ſurgeon, who dined with him 
in one of theſe months. That ſoon after dinner, 
to the beſt of his recollection, the reduction of 
the Batta was the firſt ſubject ſpoken on by ſome 
of the officers preſent, and the memorials that had 
been preſented for the recovery of it; upon which 
Sir Robert Fletcher ſaid, he thought they would 
have no effect, although the orders of the com- 
pany on that head were not poſitive: that lieutenant- 

colonel Sir Robert Fletcher then declared, there 
was one method to recover it, and that was by a 
general reſignation, which could not fail of ſuc- 
ceſs, as the diſſention of the civil, joined to that 
of the military, would carry every thing; and he 
knew the Madraſs counſellors, being his friends, 
would join againſt lord Clive : that the diſcourſe 
then turned upon the method of reſigning: upon 
which lieutenant · colonel Sir Robert Fletcher ſaid, 

Send me your commiſſions, | and I will receive 
chez“ and adviſed that the ſcheme ſhould be put 
into execution before the next ſhips failed for Eng- 

land; as their carrying home accounts of the 

Batta being reduced would ſtrengthen his lordſhip's 
intereſt ſo much, that it would be in vain to at- 
tempt the recovery of it hereafter; and, at parting, 
he intimated that it might be prejudicial to him 
that converſation repeated. Captain Goddard fur- 
ther depoſed, That Sir Robert, the-ſame evening, 
when he went out in a chaiſe with him, pointed 
out the readineſs of lieutenant Bevan's joining in 
the reſignation, who enjoyed a double poſt; and 


at another time he remembers, that Sir Robert 
1 Fletcher 


_— 


( 5.) 
Fletcher told him he knew of all the meetings of 
the officers, and what paſſe at them: that he, 
captain Goddard, wanted ro have made Knowh | 
rheſe circumſtarices to lord Clive and general Car- 
nac; but was . by being ordered away 
from Monghier, © He therefore acquainted major 
Champion and captain Pearſon with them. Cap 
tain Goddard then begged leave to inform the 
court; that he conceis 
of the company that day in which the converſation 
he has related to the court paſſed, from his being 
one of Sir Robert Fletcher's * but Pi 


* major Champion and 1 Peas | 
with the circumſtances of this depoſition, after 
being prevented ſeeing” lord iChve and al 
Carnac z did he not make captain Stnith, or fome 

other ger. eee with them at the fame 
time ? c amn 
| A. He believes be made captain Smith” ac- 

wich hen. 

2 Did he ever inks Sir Robert Flerches ac- 
quainted with the meetings of the officers concern- 
ing the reſignation, or with any of the Pperjicilars 
that-paſſed at thoſe meetings ?' 

A. Ta the beſt of his recollection he neyer did. 

Q Does he know the officers who generally 
met at Monghier, to tranſact N regard- 
ing the reſignation? 

A. All Ids officers of the tells; under · the 
degree of field-officers, 'uſed to meet at particular 
times, 


lieutenant Bevan was one 


(4) 


times, excepting lieutenant Bevan, whom he does 
not tecollect to have ſeen * of the 0 
held lay... ... 

EE Saks San Heutenant-co- 
lone] Sir Robert Fletcher told him he knew all 
ap meetings. of em, d what. mrs 
| 2989. Pas n 

. . N e? Abril. n but 

Q. Does he recollect 8 rg [that 
time „una, 475 had abſented himſelf from 
975. ers #1 . ure oo 
$39 # 2:4 1130 G, i 

, 6237 1542380 1807! #5; -b 
. Was any perſon prefers, When Sir Robert 

Fletcher told him he knew of all Fade 
the officers; and what paſſed there? 120 
A. No one. was, preſent. 11 % aas | 

Q. Does he know, or did he ever 2 | 
report, or deſign, of a general reſignation of com- 
miſſions, amongſt the officers at Monghier, on 
account of the reduction of the Batta, before the 
time he has deſcribed, when Sir Robert ans 


Mas preſent? 


A. He did ber of ſuch a deſign before that 
time, . | 
Q. How long before that time, and from 
W 1 
A. He believes. he heard of it in December, 
priar to the time Sir Robert Fletcher diged with 
him, in a large company of officers at captain 
Scarling's quarters, when, it was er to bim 
to Join them in the ſaid deſign. 


Thomas | 


(1) 


. Thomas Roper, late captain i in che third regi- 
ment of infantry, on the Bengal eſtabliſhment, 
being duly ſworn, depoſed that at captain. God- 
dard's. table, about the latter end of January, or 
beginning of February laſt, when the reduction of 
the Barts, together with the memorials or remon- 
ſtrances for irs recovery, that either were preſented 
to the board, or about to be ſo, became the ſub- 
ject of converſation; Sir Robert. Fletcher gave it 
as his opinion, that they would prove ineffectual; 
at the ſame time intimated that he did think ie re- 
coverable. This produced a deſire of knowing, 
how it was to be accompliſhed; Sir Robert 
Fletcher ſaid it was not for him to point out a 
method; but obſerved upon ſome of the com= 
pany's mentioning a reſignation, that, that. was 
the only method; and that the preſent diſſen · 
tions amongſt the civilians in Calcutta would 
greatly favour ſuch. a meaſure, or words to that 
effect. 

Lieutenant colonel Sir Kobert Fletcher ſaid, 
in the courſe of that day's converſation, - that he 
vould accept of the commiſſions; and that hat- 
ever was to be done, ought to be finiſhed. before 
the ſhips ſailed. 

Queſtions by the court. Does be W 
to have heard. lieutenant colonel Sir Robert 
F letcher, in the courſe of the converſation at 
captain Goddard's quarters, ſay, that the Madraſs 
counſellors were his friends, and would join * 
bis lordſhip, lord Clive? 


A. He 


OO 
A. He did hear lieutenant-colonel Sir Robert 
Fletcher mention the Madraſs' counſellors ; but | 
cannot recollect upon what account. 

Q. Does he know, or did he eyer hear, of 4 
report, or defign, of a general reſignation of 
commiſſions * amongſt the officers at Monghier, 
on account of the reduction of the Batta, before 
the time he has mentioned, when Sir "Hope 
x Fletcher was preſent ? 

A. He did hear of ſuch a defign. | 

Q. How long before that time, and from 
whom ? | | : 

A. He cannot recollect either. 

Q. Does he know, or has he heard, of any re- 
ſolution being taken in conſequence of the con- 
verſation that paſſed at captain Goddard's quarters, 
when lieutenant-colonel Sir Robert Fletcher was 
preſent. - | 

A. He does not know of any; captain God- 
dard was averſe to the meaſure before, and he af- 
terwards came into it ; but whether, from what 
had paſſed that day, he cannot determine. 

Mr. James Watts, late lieutenant in the firſt 
regiment of _— on the Bengal eſtabliſhment, 
being duly ſworn, depoſed, that in the month of 
December, 1765, or January 1766, he dined with 
captain Goddard, and lieutenant-colonel Sir Ro- 
bert Fletcher was in company; the converſation 
happened to turn on the reduction of the Batta ; 
. remonſtrances and a general refignation were 
talked of to remove it. Sir Robert Fletcher gave 
it as 1 opinion, that if a general reſignation ſhould 
take 


HS) 


rake place, the Batra would be reſtored : he fie 
ther ſaid, that he believed the orders reſpecting the 
redy&ion of the Batta were not poſitive, He pro- 
poſed that the commiſſions ſhould be delivered u 
at the commencement of a month: that the 
cers ſhould receive no pay, but ſerve as N 
till the determination of the governor and council 
ſhould be known; and that upon thoſe conditions 
he would accept of the commiſſions of the officers 
of the firſt brigade. © e990 S& ub 24 2 FB1% CIO 
Queſtiqns by the court. Does he recolle& 
if lieutenant-colonel Sir Robert Fletcher ad- 
viſed the reſignation of the officers ſhould be en · 
tered Upon before the departure of the ſhips for 
| Europe? * a 
A. He heard the departure of the ſhips men- 
tioned by him in that chte but does not 
recolleck what he ſaid on that ſubject. 1 
3 Does he recollect if Sir Robert Fletcher chat 
day mentioned that the circumſtances of the diſ- 
ſention amongſt the civilians would prove favour- 
able to the reſignation?ꝰ 
A. He heard the word diſſention mentioned ; 
but does not recollect what Sir Robert Fletcher 
ſaid on that ſubject. ; | 
Q. Does he recollect to have heard Sir Robert N 
Fletcher ſay the Madraſs counſellors were his 
friends, and would j join againſt lord Clive; „ or 
words to that effect 4 
A. He does not recolle& to have heard him lay 
ſo, nor words to chat effect. | n 


/ 


4 


5 _ 


[1 
| 
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| | Q. Does he know, or did he ever hear, of a re- 


port. or a deſign of a general. reſignatiop of cm- 
miſſions amongſt the officers at Monghier, on Ne. 
count of the reduction of the Batta, before the time 


he has deſcribed, when Sir Robert Fletcher was 
preſent? . eee 


#*T Xx 0 5 
0 121 . 9 | A 
180 8 0. 


Q. How long, and from whom? 
A. The firſt part of the queſtion. be doeg not re- 
collect, and the ſecond he begs to 1 an- 
ſwering. 2% no 2 | * 2 pi CO) | 
Q. Has he himfelf never publicly declared tat 
his own, captain Goddard's, and many other, of. 
ficers reſignation, was , principally owing to , the 
perſuaſion or influence of Sir Robert Fletcher? 
A. For bis qun part, he cannot recpllect that 
he ever declared he was influenced to reſign. his 
commiſſion by Sir Robert Fletcher ; but upon the 


ſtrength; of whar, captain Goddard has told fim, 


he, might have declared that captain Goddard was 


influenced to reſign, his ; though he cannot recollect 
when or to whom he ever hac. | 


Captain Erederick- Thomas Smith, ai FEET 
to general Carnac, being duly ſworn, depoſed that 


on the thirteenth or. fourteenth, of May, captain 


Goddard acquainted. him, in the courſe of a con- 
verſation, that he had been led into the reſignation 
of the ſervice by the perſuaſion of Sir Robert 
Fletcher, contrary to his own inclination, and opi- 
nion; the particulars of whoſe conduct towards 
him, he had made known to major Champion, and 


captain Pearſon ; and inſiſted upon captain Smiths 


acquainting 


() 


arquainting lord „Clive und general Carnac with 
this, in caſe he ſhould not hang dippotroniry-'of 


| ; ſeeing them himſelf. 


Mr. William Bagot, Wee. in dhe 
firſt regiment of infantry on the Bengal eſtabliſh- 
ment, being duly fvorn, depdſed;” that in tHe 
courſe of a converſation, in captain Goddard's tent,” 
the latter end of December, 176g, or the beginitihg = 
of January 1766, Sir Roben Fleccher obſerved 
that the preſent was a proper time for à general 
reſignation, becauſe the civilian? were diſconrented, 
and the Madraſs counſellors/'he believed would 
join againſt lord Clive : that He ſuid either Mr. 
Bevan, or Mr. Dunbar, of botłr ef them, ſhould be 
che firſt to relign, though they held double pofts. 

Queſtions by the court. --- What double — 
did Mr. Dunbar and Vir. Bevan then hold? 

A. The one was aide · de-· camp to liebtenant colo- 
nel Sir Robert Flercher, and __ Uther WT of 
brigade. | KITNOD 9 
Y Q Does he tecolle&t if in the evvertgldaniy 
captain Goddard's, there was any mention made 

of the reſignation raking Fr 3 18 ſhips fail- 
ed for Europe?ꝰ | 
A. He remembers Sir Robert Fletcher did ſays: 
unleſs it took place before the ſhips ſailed, it would 
be in vain ; or ſomething to that purpoſe. 
Q. Does he know, or did he ever hear, of a re- 
port, or deſign of a general reſignation of commiſ- 
ſions amongſt the officers at Monghier, on account 
af the reduction of the Batta, before the 3 | 
C2 


( 38. ) 


has deſcribed, when neee 20 Rohere 
Fletcher was preſent ? . r d 

A. Yes he did. 

Q. How long before that day — —. 1— ? 

_ Perhaps two or three, weeks, he cannot 
exactly recollect: the report he dan from almoſt 
every body he converſed with. 

Q. Was the reſignation n a matter of public con 
verſation in the brigade * 1 

hne n 0 

Q. Does be know, or Fu he. ever heard. 2 Sir 
Robert Fletcher had propoſed that a correſpon- 
dence ſhould be maintained with the officers of the 
other brigades reſpecting the reſignation, by means 
of Mr. Bevan, major of brigade, or Mr. Dunbar, 
his aide - de- camp? | 

A. He never — that he had. 

Q. Does he know, or has he ever heard of any 
reſolutions that were taken in the reſignation, in 
conſequence of the converſation that paſſed at cap- 
tain Goddard's tent, when Sir Robert 3 


was preſent ? _ | 
A. He knows of none, nor has he heard of any, 


The court then adjourned till to-morrow morn» 
ing nine &fioch, | 


| 


Thurſday 


( 2g); 


' Thurſday September 4 1 766. | 


TEE court met purſuant to adjournment, pre- 
FA the preſident, and the reſt of the members as 
yeſterday. 

Lieutenant-colonel Sir Robert F lercher came in- 
to court, 

Captain Henry Bevan, of the firſt regimens of 
infantry, being 22 ſworn, was aſked the following 
queſtions. 

Q. Did he at any time make Sir Robert Fletcher 
acquainted with the meetings, held by the officers 
of the firſt brigade, to carry on the buſineſs of the 

_ reſignation? _ 1 

A. No, he never did. 

Q. Did he at any time acquaint him that let- 
ters were frequently wrote, and propoſals made to 
the officers of the two brigades, on the ſubject of 
the reſignation? | 

A. He does not recolle& that he ever did before 
the twentieth of April, about which time the 
affair was the ſubje& of public converſation, and 
he poſſibly might have mentioned it. ON 

Q. Did he ever acquaint him that the officers of + 
the ſecond and third brigades had joined thoſe of 
the firſt in the reſignation ? 

A. He does not recolle& he ever did before the 
' twentieth of April, about which time the affair was 
the ſubject of public converſation, and he poſlibly 
might have mentioned 1 it. 


Mr. 


. 
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; Mr. Warrs, We! into court. 


Queſtions to Mr. Watts. — Did he not declare | 


in the preſence of captains Roper and Goddard, 
that he heard an officer ſay in the preſence of Six 


| Robert Fletcher, that thoſe that did not n in 


the reſignation deſer ved to be ſhot? 
A. Ne. 


prie Does he recolledt what time chi b. 
pened ? 


. In the in of March. | 
Q. Was that declaration in his opinion ſpc ble 


loud enough to be heard by lieutenant · colone Sir 
Robert Fletcher? 


A. Sir Robert Fletcher might hear it; but Mr. 
Watts cannot take upon him to ſay he did hear it. 
2. Who is the officer who made that declara- 


tion ? 


A. As he was coming from Calcutta in the 


Company of captains Goddard and Roper, they 
were caſting reflections upon ſome of the officers, 
who had firſt engaged to reſign the ſervice, and 


did not fulfil their engagements: among theſe cap- 


tain Nowlan was mentioned. Mr. Watts told 
captains Goddard and Roper, that that gentleman, 


to the beſt of his remembrance, had declared before 
him in the company of Sir Robert Fletcher, that 
whatever officer refuſed to engage in that meaſure, 
or did not adhere to. his engagement, deſerved to 
- be ſhot, or hanged, or ſomething | to that bt 
Q What other perſons were in company wh whe en 
wa Nowlan made that declaration ? 
A. 


( ns * 


| A. Part of Sir Robert Fletcher's family: : to the 
beſt of his ee CNY ER 
Dunbar. ö i A © 03? 


Captain ran gecalled — ani. "alin 
Q. Does he remember being at dinner in com- 
pany with Sir Robert | Fletcher, and captain 
Nawlan, at. Mr. Watts's quarters in "— 
laſt ? 
A. No, * not remember that he ever was. 


Me. las | WHEY N into court, * 
| dauuly ſworn. 48855 


2. Does he remember being at diner in . 
pany with Sir Robert Fleteher and captain Now. 
lan, at Mr. Watts's quarters in March laſt? 
A. No, he does not remember that he ever was. 
Q. Does he remember to have heard captain 
 Nowlan, in the preſence of lieutenant-colonel'Sir 
Robert Fletcher, make any declaration reſpect- 
ing the officers, who declined being concerned in 
the reſignation, or having denn concerned, retralt- 
ed? Mitts, iow n 
A. No, he does not recollect to have heard. ur 
declaration by captain Nowlan on thoſe 1 | 


Captain Bavan recalled into. dae 


Q. Did Mr. Dunbar at any time a oh him, 
to reſign his commiſſion, ad in what Dan 

© 35 the beſt of his recollection thefe were the 

1 that ad. — Nr. Dunbar faid, the officers" 


had 


4 


(6) 


had mentioned to him, that Mr. Bevan had not 
given in his commiſſion, and deſired him to aſk 


Mr. Bevan if he intended to give it; that was 


about Ons twentieth 41 . 2 


E CY 7 


1 Dynzan i conrt... Fs 


7 2 Did he at any time in the month of April 
make application to captain Bevan, to reſign his 
commiſſion? 

K. He dd: 

Q. About what time in April gight this be? 
A. To the beſt of his recollection, about the 


twentieth. 
Q. Did he at that time _ in any public * 
racter inauben n | vio 
A. He did. 1 2 / a, 
Q. In what public a * 
A. As aide- de · camp to Sir Naber Fletcher. 1 


Q. Hon long bas he been Pan colonel 


Sir Robert Fletcher's aide · de- camp ꝰ 
A. He was appointed in October. 


Q. By, what authority did he aſk - Ry of ph 


Beyan's commiſſion ? 


A. By dhe authority of the whole corps of offi 
cers then preſent. 


Q. In what manner did the officers appoint him | 


for the buſineſ ?: 
A. In a general aſſembly. of the 2 it was 


obſeryed that captain Bevan had not delivered in, 


his commiſſion, and as he lived in the fame family 


with captain Bevan, he purpoſed to, alk. him for 
it; to which the officers agreed. 


* \ 


( 9 . 


Q. Does he recollect the time when the officers 
were aſſembled on this occaſion ? Sisi nh 
A. To the beſt of his i tron on or about 
the eighteenth of April. ; 

Q. Did he at apy time acquaint Heutenant-co- | 
lonel Sir Robert Fletcher with the meetings held 
dy the officers of the firſt brigade, to "ory oh the 
buſineſs of the reſignation? Fa 1 {Ha 

A. He dic. | | 455 

Q. What information did bo give to onen 
colonel Fletcher? 

A. To the beſt of his recollettion; in a 8-private 
converſation, he acquainted Sir Robert Fletcher, 
that the officers had had a meeting, and had re- 
ceived favourable accounts from the other brigades. 

Q. At what time did he give Sir Robert 2 0 


this information? 

A. To the beſt of his recalleides it was be- 
tween the eighteenth or twentieth of April. 
Q. Did he ever give lieutenant-colonel- Sir Ro- 
bert Fletcher information of the meetings of the 
officers, prior to the time he has r in his 


laſt anſwer? 5 
A. To the beſt of his al he did hot; 
as he only arrived from Parnk about the fourteenth 


or e of April. 
Q. Did he ever give Sir Robert Fletcher infor- 


mation of the meetings of the officers, on their 
proceedings before he went to Patna ? ; 

A. He does not queſtion but he did mention it 

in private converſation i in the month of January ; 

< NS. D 5 oor 


EC = 


but at ckat time no ae Telolution a" farmed my 
reſigning, 

Q. Did he wk boidtareniope Sir Ro- 
bert Fletcher, that a correſpondence. was carried 
on with _ Ouher: 1 the 1 
tion? rs 144 e en 1 

A. He — not doubt but that che has men- 

2 to Sir Robert Fletcher, that they (che of- 
ficers) received letters from the other hrigades; 
and alſo wrote letters to them on that ſubject; 

Q. At what particular time does he tecollect to 
have mentioned the correſpondenee maintained by 
the different brigades to Sir Robert Fletcher? 

A. N the: e and twentleth af 
1 5 | 
2. iber n mention it hafcre that dime? a 

A. To the beſt of his recollection he never did. 

Q. Before he aſked captain Bevan» for his com- 
d did he en ene Sir Robert deen 
Las intentions 

A. To the beſt of his recellediion he did bot 

2. Does he know if Sir Robert n Nas 
eme with that circumſtance 7 l 

A. He does not know. | '» * 

Q. Was it with 3 Sir Robert : 
Flercher's knowledge, that he entered into the aſ- 
ſociation with rn of the officers e in 
the reſignation? 0 . 017; 

A. Sir Robert Fletcher ad babe of his inten · 
tions of entering into it, and adviſed him againſt 
It. 1 94 1 946 ; ” 4 evi 7 , ; 1 770 | 
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Q. Did ever any converſation paſs between him 
and lieutenant-colonel Sir Robert Fletcher, on the 
ſubject of a general reſignation ? a ahh; Hy 
A. Yes, in the month of January. laſt, Sir 
Robert Fletcher then told him, that ſhould a ge- 
neral reſignation, take place, he thought it would 
be of no prejudice to thoſe officers who, merited 
well, and might be an opportunity of weeding the 
army. Beyond this, he does not recollect any 
thing; except lieutenant - colonel Sir 7 5 
Fletcher's having adviſed him againſt rhe 


Wa Captain Bevan recalled into court., 


Q. Did ever any converſation paſs | BCA bim 
and lientenant-colonel Sir Robert 4 0 en 
ing his own, or a general rden 8 4 814 

A. Yes, there did. 

Q What was the ſubſtance of the converſation 
or converſations ? .. | 

A. About the latter end of Decent or be- 
ginning of January, lieutenant-colonel Sir Robert 
Fletcher came into his room, (he at that time kept 
his bed), and told him, that he heard that the of- 
ficers intended to reſign. their commiſſions on ac=- 
count of the Batta's being reduced; Sir Robert 
Fletcher adviſed him not to enter Inge it, and to 
enforce his advice ſaid, he thought it would be fas 
ther an advantage than a diſadvantage to the of- 
ficers that expected to riſe high in the ſervice, as 
it would very probably hinder a number of 25 
ficers coming from Europe over their heads: 

D a — 
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about the twenty-firſt of April, he informed Sir 
Robert Fletcher, that he had been applied to for 
his commiſſion, when Sir Robert Fletcher re- 
peated the ſame advice he had before given. 
The judge-advocate then laid before the court 
an anonymous letter addreſſed to lord Clive, as al- 
ſo a letter to the judge advocate, from Mr. William 
Bagot, ſurgeon's aſſiſtant, dated the twentieth of 
Auguſt, wherein he acknowledges himſelf to wy 
the author of the ſaid anonymous letter. 


Copiks of both which bandits follow. 


THO' an anonymous letter * but an indiffe- 
rent appearance, yet your lordſhip knows that in 
ſome caſes it may be the only channel through 
which truth can be conveyed. This is particularly 
addreſſed to you, Sir, being here the fountain of 
juſtice, from one who feels his own, and the hard- 
ſhips which many of his brother-officers are likely 
to ſuffer on this occaſion. Be it known then to 
your lordſhip, that we have been led into the reſig- 
nation of our commiſſions, and therewith our whole 
ſupport, by a man, who now ſtands behind the 
curtain deriding thoſe miſeries, which his deluding 
arguments have brought upon us. The plain mat- 
ter of fact is this, that when Sir Robert Fletcher 
found a reſignation was not likely to go forward 
by his private hints and encouragement, he at laſt 


ventured to recommend it publickly at a table of 


a dozen officers, telling them that the brigade- 


| major, and his aide-de- camp, ſhould firſt ſer the 
example, 


( $8.) 

example, and that their diſcontents Jadved to that 
of the civilians; would inevitably deprive your 
lordſhip of all power; adding, that he was well 
acquainted with the Madraſs counſelors, who, he 
was ſure, would all join againſt you. He further 
attempted to raiſe our indignation, by ſaying that 
the army was inſulted, their ſervices, rewarded with +. 
iogratitude, and that your lordſhip's deſign was 
evidently to reduce us to contempt and beggary : 
above all things, he beſeeched us to be ſpeedy; in 
«he affair, leſt the Europe- ſhips ſhould carry home 
the news of your: lordfhip's having accompliſhed 
ak had been in vain. attempted by other gover- 

[Your lordſhip's impartiality will now clear- 
(ja point out who was the more'culpable, we for 
following the advice of our commanding officer, 
or he, for leading us into this ruinous meaſure, 
merely to gratify his private purpoſes. — Juſtice 
and honour do now call upon your lordſhip, you 
will not, nay, you cannot, ſuppreſs a ſtrict enquiry 
into this affair, the fate of many innocent people 
depending upon it: you will then find what is here 
aſſerted, confirmed beyond all doubt, with many 
aggravating circumſtances. Your lordſhip has 
been impoſed on in the account of his conduct to 
the Ducarrels ; it. was he alone who endeavoured 
to promote a combination againſt them, which; to 
your Jordſhip, it is apprehended, he made a merit of 
endeavouring to break.. Such other inſtances 
could be given your lordſhip of his duplicity, hy- 
pocriſy, injuſtice, and rapaciouſneſs, as would mike 


a man of common honeſty bluſh to ſee human na 
ture 


( 22 ) 
ture ſo degraded in this individual. —If 
lation ſeems eee, bring it, 40 che ef 30 


70 cxpuan TnonAs Puanzon. 
8 aao el He 
7 SIR, 1 G bene 
Having = A Man &f: ven Mr. Wat, 
wherein you ſay he ſuffered much by beiag re- 
the author of an anonymous letter to lord 
Clive, containing heavy charges againſt Sir Robert 
Fletcher, I have this day wrote to the general 
and Sir Robert Fletcher, declaring myſelf the au- 
thor of that letter. —My motives for writing it 
were the ill uſage land many here had received 
from him. I did not ſet my name to it chen, be- 
cauſe I thought it would be-raſh to appear his 
public enemy while he was yet in power The 
opportunity which a public trial muſt give of 
clearing up (if poſſible) the allegations in it, will, 
I hope in your opinion, take off the cenſure of an 

ungenerous attack upon his character. 


1 am yours, &c. 


Monghier 
Aug. 21, 1766, * WIILIIAM 8 | 


Mr. Bacor recalled 7G court. 
Queſtion from the anonymous letter. 


Q. Does he recolle& Sir Robert Fletcher hav- 
ing declared that the army was inſulted, their ſer- 
vices rewarded with ingratitude, and that it was 

* evidently 


( 23 ) 
evidently the deſign of lord Clive to reduce them 
to contempt god beggary, or words to that pur- 
A4. 


A. Theſe expreſſions 8 uſe. of in the 
oompany met at captain Goddard's; but, to the 
. beſt of his recollection, not by Sir Robert Fletcher. 

ie Ga Now: ip ie dae uſe of Leer 

4 an $40 r 01.20% 

The court only _ the anonymous lo: 
PX be read, becauſe Mr. Bagot had acknowledged 
himſelf-the author of it, in a letter to the judge- 
advocate. Upon one ſingle queſtion being aſked 
Mr. Bagot, concerning a matter of fact he had af- 
firmed. in the anonymous letter, but which he 
contradicted upon oath, the court came to a re- 
ſolution of admitting no further evidence from him. 

The court then ee till to morrow morn- 
ing nine o clock. ; 


Friday the th, 1766, 


The court met purſuan to adjournment. | 
'Lirorenant + coll Sir RonerT Frrreuzz 
256k Wer into court. 


Jaws Francis, ne in the firſt regiment 
of infantry, being duly ſworn, was aſked if he was 
at a converſation which paſſed ſome time in Do- 
cember, or January laſt, in captain Goddard's 
tent, when Sir Robert Fletcher was preſent ? 


A. 


(4). 


1%, Ws . e 

Q. What particulars Ab hen teccllect en- 
, Honed by Sir Robert Fletcher in that company? 

A. Lieutehant- colonel Sir Robert Fletcher aſked 
captain Goddard what he was afraid of? he told 
him there was a method of getting the Batta again ? 
captain Goddard'fſaid, ” he did not know bow Sir 
Robert again ſaid there was a, method, but it was 
not his place to point out how. A lirtle time af- 
ter Sir Robert Fletcher propoſed that the officers 
ſhould all reſign their commiſſions,” and ſerve 
as Volunteers, till an anſwer ſhould come from 
the board; and ſaid there were four counſellors 
come from Madrafs, and he would be bound to 
get their intereſt for the officers ;' and he then ſaid, 
that as it was well known to the company, that 
lord Clive was no friend of his, he hoped that 
diſcourſe would go no further. 

Q. Does he recollect if there was any thing ſaid 
by lieutenant-colonel Sir Robert Fletcher regard- 
ing the failing of the ſhips for Europe, as an ar- 
gument for a ſpeedy reſolution ? 

A.. He does not. | 

Q. Does he know, or did he ever hear, of a re- 
port or deſign of a general reſignation of commiſ- 
ſions amongſt the officers at Monghier, before the 

time he has mentioned, when Sir Robert F letcher 
was preſent? —» 

Fen" Yes, he did at the time Fo orders were gi- 
ven for the reduction of the Barra. on 

Q. From whom? N 


TH) 
A. It was talked of in general amongſt the of- 
bers of the brigade. & x 3 


Captain THOMAS Gopparp recalled 3 into court. 


Q. Did he declare to captain Smith, aide · de- 
camp to general Carnac, that lieutenant- colonel 
Sir Robert Fletcher was the perſon who induced 
him to enter into the combination a 

A. He did. | 

Q. What motive had he for making ſuch a de- 

elaration to captain Smith? 
A. The arguments made uſe of by lieutenant- 
colonel Sir Robert Fletcher at his table, 'already 
given into the court in his depoſition ; particularly 
Sir Robert Fletcher's advancing that the meaſure 
could not fail of ſucceſs, added to his pointing 
out the readineſs of his brigade-major to reſign ; 
and another perſon telling him, in the preſence of 
Sir Robert Fletcher, that he wanted to get a majo- 
rity by the reſignation of others, or words, to 
that purpoſe : and that until this time captain 


Goddard had been always averſc to the combi- 


nation. 


Q. Did Sir Robert Fletcher ever expch his 
ſurprize, that captain Goddard had not joined in 
the combination, as he thought an officer of his 
ſpirit ſhould have been the firſt to have engaged in 
it ? 

A. He did, or words to that effect. 

Q. Ar what particular time did this happen ? 
A. On the day of the convetſation at his table. 


Q. Who were preſent at that time? 
33 | E A. 
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A. The gentlemen who have-been already * 
cified to the court. 

Q. Was it ſaid publicly at table? 

A. Publicly at table, _ 


4 


Mr. Warrs recalled into court. 


Q. Does he recollect to have heard Sir Robert 


Fletcher expreſs his ſurprize, that captain Goddard 

had not joined in the combination; or declare that 

he thought an officer of captain Goddard's ſpirit 

ſhould have been the firſt to have Joined i in it, or 

words to that purpoſe ? 
A. He does not recollect it. 


Mr. Dun BAR recalled into court. 


Q. Does he recollect to have heard Sir Robert 
Fletcher expreſs his ſurprize, that captain Goddard 
had not joined in the combination; or declare that 
he thought an officer of captain Goddard's ſpirit 
ſhould have been the firſt to have joined in it, or 


wofds to that purpoſe ? 
A. He does not recollect it. 


The court then adjourned till Wednoldey' morn- 
ing nine o'clock, 


Wedneſday 
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Wedneſday September Io, 1 766. 


PRESENT the preſident and members as 
on Friday laſt, Major Grant in attendance, as 
an extraordinary member: captain Thomas Ra- 
gull abſent, _ indiſpoſed. | 


Eietibenant- ow Sir RokkRT F LETCHER called 
into court. 


| Captain Tuomas Rovzn recalled ** court. 


Q. Does he micelle to is heard lieutenant · co- 
lonel Sir Robert Fletcher expreſs his ſurprize, that 
captain Goddard had not joined in the combina- 
tion; or declare that he thought an officer f 
captain Goddard's ſpirit ſnould have been the firſt 
to have joined in it; or words to that purpoſe ? - 

A. No, he does not recollect that he ever did. 


The evidence in ſupport of the charge being 
cloſed, lieutenant · colonel Sir Robert F letcher er 


ceeded upon his defence. 


Mr. Paz$s1penT and Gentlemen, 


BEFORE I endeavour to vindicate myſelf from 
the charges which have been brought againſt me, 
I muſt firſt beg leave to ſubmit it to your conſi- 


deration, whether the whole (if proved) would 
E 2 amount 


( 28 ) 

amount to mutiny, the crime of which I am ac- 
cuſed? Can officers in the company's ſervice, not 
bound by any contract, legally reſign their commiſ- 
Fons, without the conſent of the governor and 
council; or are they guilty of mutiny in doing it? 
If they are not, can a perſon be guilty of mutiny 
by only adviſing them to do it ? Our government 
itſelf, I think, has, in a great degree, acknow- 
ledged that the officers might reſign their commiſ- 
ſions, by reſolving to oblige them for the future 
to ſign contracts, and by putting the reſignation 
of the officers of the firſt brigade in public orders at 
the preſidency. But I will not dwell longer on this 
ſubject, of which you, gentlemen, muſt be the beſt 
judges,” as I am happy in the clearneſs of my own 
conſcience, and in a confidence that I ſhall be able 
to juſtify my conduct, without en recourſe to 
ſuch arguments. D 16 08) 

It is alledged againſt me, that i in a converſation. 
at captain Goddard's, in the end of December, or 
beginning of January, I made uſe of many argu- - 
ments to perſuade the officers to a general reſigna- 
tion; and ſome of the evidences particularly de- 
poſe, that I pointed out to them the diſſentions 
among the civilians; and obſerved, that the Ma- 
draſs counſellors were my friends, and would join 


againſt lord Clive, The appointment of the Ma- 
draſs gentlemen was not known in Calcutta, till 
the ninth of January, and conſequently could not 
have been known at Monghier, till the fifteenth or 
ſixteenth. It muſt have been ſeveral days after- 
wards before the diſſentions among the civilians 


2 >, . mo 
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could have been heard of; and as to the Madraſs 
gentlemen joining againſt lord Clive, they did 
not take their ſeats at the board till the Wenger 
February, 

There is an evident contradiction therefore be- 
tween part of theſe arguments and the time 
are ſaid. to have been made uſe of. Allowing, 
however, that the evidences have only been miſ- 
taken in the time, and that I really made uſe of 
the arguments in queſtion, it muſt not have been 
in purſuance of my own opinion, but for reaſons 
which I ſhall hereafter explain: for I never ap- 
prehended that the diſſentions among the civilians 
could make any alteration in the reſolutions of 
the board with regard to the allowances of the 
military; nor could I ever have been fo abſurd, 
as really to imagine, that the Madraſs gentle- 
men could poſſibly have ſuffered themſelves, in 
contradiction both to their duty and their intereſt, 
to be influenced in ſuch an affair by friendſhip for 
me: to which I may add, that I never wrote to them 
on the ſubje&, as I muſt neceſſarily have done, 1 
1 had really meant to influence them. 

The governor and council having thought pro- 
per to reduce the Batta, loud complaints were 
made by the officers; various ſchemes were pro- 
poſed for the recovery of it, and amongſt others a 
general reſignation was talked of in the month of 
January, not only at Monghier, but, as I have been 
informed, at Patna and Illahabad alſo, and even 
in Calcutta. When theſe rumours came to my 
bearing. I ſpoke to lieutenants Bevan, Dunbar, and 
Kyd 


( 39. ). 


Kyd on the ſubject, and uſed my utmoſt endea- 
vours to diſſuade them from joining in ſuck a ſtep, 
not doubting, if I had ſucceeded with them, but 


that many others would have been induced to 


follow their example. 1 obſerved to them that 
ſuch officers as had the allowances attached to 
double poſts, (which included adjutants, quarter 
maſters, and ſeapoy ſubalterns) would more parti- 
cularly incur the diſpleaſure of the governor and 
council 3 but all was in vain: they told me that 
they were determined to reſign with the reſt. The 
ſame advice I often repeated aſterwards; but it was 
always to no purpoſe. Finding therefore that I could 
not prevail upon theſe gentlemen, who, being in 
my family, and enjoying double poſts, would be 
the leaſt affected by the reduction of the Batta, and 
over whom I had more influence than over any 
others, and ſeeing to what a violent degree the of- 
ficers in general were exaſperated, + thought the 
beſt thing I could do for the publie good was to 
diſſemble my own opinion; to try to keep in their 
confidence till chey had come to ſome final reſolu- 
tion; and to moderate the rage with which they 
were actuated. To have endeavoured to ſtem the 
torrent would have been productive of no other 
conſequence than that they would have proceeded in 
their own way, without letting me know any thing 
at all of the matter. I remembered the violence 
with which they had engaged during the months 
of March, April, and May 1765, in an affociation 
for reſigning, on a much more trifting- cauſe (the 
| Affair 
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affair of captain M*Pherſon) and at a time when 
the war with Shuja Dowla was unfiniſhed. _ 
As captain M*Pherſan's appointment to this eſ- 
tabliſhment, in a ſtation which another gentleman 
religned, in order to make room for him, drove 
them to ſuch. extremities, and as. they perſevered 
in them, even after captain M Pherſon had, for the 
ſake of peace, voluntarily conſented to have his 
former appointment annulled, and to come in as 
youngeſt captain, what might not have been ex- 
pected from them in the preſent caſe, when they 
were deprived of advantages which they had ever 
before enjoyed, and when numbers of them were 
inyolved in debts, from which they had no proſpect 
of extricating themſelves, and were really reduced 
to much diſtreſs by the ſcantineſs of their al- 
lowances? Unreaſonable as that aſſociation was, 
it is a matter of great doubt whether it would not 
have been carried on to the moſt dangerous lengths, 
had not lord Clive's arrival, the high opinion 
which the officers in general entertained of him, 
and his particular influence over ſeveral indivi- 
duals, fortunately put a ſtop to it. Thus convinced 
that it really was not in my power to ſtop the of- 
ficers in their career, I at the ſame time thought 
that their reſignation, if carried on in ſo moderate 
a manner as not to occaſion any diſturbance among 
the troops, would rather be an advantage than a 
detriment to the ſervice, Immediately upon my 
jaining the army on this eftabliſhment in October 
1764, I remarked with much concern the great | 
want of order aad ſubordination amongſt many of 
. the 
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the officers. My endeavours to effect a reforma- 
tion, as far as lay in my power, have been uninter- 


mitted ; and it is well known how continually I 


have complained of the trouble I met with from 
the obſtinacy and licentiouſneſs of ſome of them, 


and how happy a circumſtance I thought it would 


be for the good of the ſervice if ſuch could be got 
rid of, Finding admonitions uſeleſs, I deemed it 
neceſſary ,to have recourſe to courts martial, in or- 


der to enforce diſcipline in the brigade which 1 


commanded, and to prevent the officers from ab- 


ſenting themſelves from their duty. For this I re- 
ceived a check from my ſuperiors, and was informed 


by general Carnac, in a letter he wrote to me the 
fixth þ of November, that he would have courts 
martial reſerved for- heinous crimes only, and 
„ ſuch as merited exemplary puniſhment.” My 
hands being thus tied up, I began to deſpair of 


introducing the diſcipline which I ſo much wiſhed 
for; and therefore when the officers talked of re- 


figning, I comforted myſelf with the hopes, that 
that ſtep, if carried on with moderation, would at 
leaſt be productive of one good conſequence ; 
that it would be the means of weeding the army 
of thoſe gentlemen, who moſt obſtructed the ef- 
fecting of the neceſſary reformation. I doubted 
not but his lordſhip, &c. would think it requiſite 
ro oppoſe with firmneſs the demands of the offi- 
cers, who, when they found they could not carry 
their point, would be glad to accept of their com- 
miſſions again : they might wiſh to make their own 


8 but as the ſole dependence of many of 
them 
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them was on the company's ſervice, they muſt in 
the end be obliged to content themſelves with what 
terms they could get. Whilſt ſuch were my ſenti- 
ments, I was informed by lieutenant Kyd, that 
captain Goddard feemed averſe to join in the 
ſcheme of reſignation, which was then carrying on; 
and that his reaſon was ſuppoſed to be his not 
having been ſo particularly conſulted on the occa- 
| fion, as from his rank in the ſervice he thought he 
had a right to expect. I expreſſed my ſurprize at 
his not being engaged in it, and ſaid, that I ima- 
gined he would have been the foremoſt in all ſach 
undertakings z and, to the beſt of my recollection, 
heutenant Kyd at the ſame time obſerved to me, 
and I agreed with him in opinion, that it was not 
likely he would long perſiſt in his preſent reſolu- 
tion, During the courſe of my acquaintance with 
him, I had ſo many proofs of the violence and 
fickleneſs of his diſpoſition, that I made not the 
leaſt doubt but he would heartily join with the reſt 
of the officers the moment they paid him the com- 
pliment he thought his due. I remembered how 
' readily he had entered into the former aſſociation 
in 1765 ; and I recolle& having ſeen his name 
figned to it in letters moſt diſtinguiſhingly large, by 
way of ſhewing, I imagine, how much he gloried 
in the meaſure, Two or three days after this con- 
verſation with lieutenant Kyd, I dined at captain 
Goddard's, in company with captains Roper and 
Parker, and lieutenants Watts, Dunbar, Francis, 
Ironſide, and Mr. Bagot, I think about the 


' twentieth or twenty - fifth of January. After din- 
| 1 ner 
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ner captain Goddard ſuddenly addreſſed himſelf to 
me in the following words, or words to the ſame 
purpoſe ; ©* What would you do if we were to 
* leave you alone with the brigade ?” J anſwered, 
that I did not think that would be a good ſcheme; 
that however there was a method for the recovery 
of their Batta, but it was not my buſineſs to point 
it out. Inquiry being then made of me what that 
method was, I adviſed that they ſhould ſend in 
their commiſſions to me at the beginning of a 
month, and ſerve as volunteers without pay, till the 
determination of the governor and council ſhould 
be known. Captain Parker, who ſat at the lower 
end of the table, here interrupted me, by calling 
out to captain Goddard that, he ſmelt a majo- 
* rity ;” upon which he ſeemed much offended, 
and replied, that his not being conſulted as oldeſt 


officer in the brigade, was rather ſlighting him. I 
then told captain Goddard, that I thought there 


was nothing to fear, and that the officers would 
probably carry their point if they acted prudently, 


and finiſhed their buſineſs before the ſailing of the 


Europe ſhips : I afterwards mentioned ſome other 
reaſons (but what I do not recollect) why it ap- 
peared likely that the Batta might be reſtored, if the 
officers conſented to ſerve as volunteers; and I 
told them that upon that condition, I would ac- 
cept of their commiſſions. This, to the beſt of my 
recollection, is an exact account of the converſa- 
tion which then paſſed; and when the company 
broke up, I deſired that what I had there faid 
might go no further, to which I think captain 

Goddard 


f 
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Goddard promiſed upon his honour that it ſhould _ 

not. I have already mentioned the opinion which 
I had before conceived of the violence with which 
the officers were diſpoſed to act; and ſuch a queſs 
tion as that which I have juſt related being ſo 
publicly put to me, gave me additional cauſe to 


be alarmed. Not doubting therefore the propriety 
of the reſolution I had formed, in conſequence of | 


my not being able to diſſuade even the-gentlemen 
of my own family from joining in any ſchemes of 
reſignation, I uſed my endeavours to prevail upon 
them, inſtead of leaving me at once, to ſerve. as 
volunteers, till the pleafure of the governor and 
council ſhould be known. I concluded that between 
the time-of their lodging their commiſſions in my 
hands, and their receiving a final anſwer from the 
governor and council, many of them would reflect 
more ſeriouſly upon what they were about, and 
apply for their commiſſions again. I knew alſo 
that it would at leaſt give me time to take mea - 
ſures with the non-commiſſioned, and black of- 
ficers, for preventing any diſturbance among the 
troops, and afford ſome leiſure to the governor 
and council to ſupply their army, if neceſſary, by 
giving commiſſions to free merchants, and by 


ſending for officers from the other preſidencies. 


It was with theſe views only I ſaid at captain 


 Goddard's, that the officers, if they would adopt 


the plan I propoſed, would probably carry their 
point. That ſuch was not my real opinion, muſt: 
appear beyond contradiction from my avowed _ 
ſentiments during the former aſſociation 3 and 

F 2 ' what 
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what T ſaid to different gentlemen during the pre- 
ſent one. As to my perſuading the officers to do 


whatever. they were determined upon before the 
latter ſhips were diſpatched, 1 had ſeveral motives 

for doing it, with which I believe it is needleſs 
to trouble the court; the moſt powerful one 
was the conſideration of the profound tranquillity 
which then reigned throughout the provinces, and 
which thete was no proſpect of any enemy to diſ- 
turb. I deemed it certain that the officers would 
attempt the recovery of their Batta, and thought 
there could not be a time leſs likely for ſuch an 
attempt to he productive of any miſchief to the 
public. My deſiring that what I ſaid at captain 
Goddard's might go no further, is inſinuated as 
a proof that I was ſenſible I had been acting in an 
_ unjuſtifiable manner; but it proceeded merely 
from recollecting a little that what I had ſaid, might 
perhaps, if known, be miſconſtrued to my diſad- 
vantage; and my preſent ſituation, the beingaccuſed 
of mutiny, for a matter in which I acted for the pub- 
lic good, has too well convinced me, that I ought 
to have been more upon my guard. After this, I 
heard nothing more of the matter, but various 
unſettled reports, till about the twentieth of Fe- 
bruary, when they finally determined to addreſs 
the governor and council; their repreſentations 
were accordingly forwarded about the twenty - fifth. 

From that time I was totally ignorant that any 
other ſchemes were carrying on till about the 
twentieth of April. Lieutenant Dunbar then in- 


formed me, chat the officers both of- the firſt and 
third 
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third brigades had determined-on u their 
commiſſions; and that he had agreed to the reſo- 
lution. I reprimanded him in the ſtrongeſt, man- 
ner for entering into ſuch an aſſociation without 
my knowledge, and contrary to my repeated ad- 
vice; I told him how little probability there was of 
the officers. carrying their point, and uſed many 
arguments both with him and all others, with 
whom I had any influence, to diſſuade them from 
perſevering in it. As to captain Bevan, it Was 
not in his power to give me much intelligence: 
having refuſed to join with them, he was not ac- 

quainted with their proceedings, nor could adviſe 
me of any thing but by hear-ſay. After the twen- 
tieth, it began to be reported that the officers of 
the ſecond brigade had engaged in a like aſſocia · 
tion 3 but I do not recol lect hearing any thing cer- 
tain of them till the twenty · fourth or twenty-fifth, 
when, talking with a gentleman who had joined 
with the reſt, and pretending to be acquainted 
with every thing before, I learned that circumſtance, 
and ſeveral others from him; particularly, that 
the firſt of May was the day fixed upon for- res 
ſigning ; and that the officers had ſome thoughts 
of ſerving as volunteers, till the pleaſure of the go- 
vernor.and council ſhould be known. Whilſt this 
aſſoc iation was carrying on, the officers concealed - 
from me with the utmoſt care their meetings and 
all their meaſures, and were extremely enraged 
when they found that I had received ſome infor- 
mation concerning them; a ftrong proof that all 1 
ſaid at captain Goddard's was not ſufficient to pro- 
83 cure 
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cure me their confidence ;. and that they by no 
means looked upon me as a favourer of their pro- 
ceedings. 

The particulars of what happened after this 
period, it is needleſs for me to relate. It is well 
known with how much care I uſed evey poſſible 
precaution to prevent any miſchief from happen- 
ing when the officers ſhould leave their brigade ; 
at the ſame time that both by letter and word of 
mouth I conſtantly declared myſelf perfectly ſecure 
on that head, and how active I was in bringing 
back the European troops to their duty, when on 
the fourteenth of May they took to. their arms, 
and ſeemed diſpoſed to follow their officers, in con- 
ſequence (as they themſelves declared) of their hav- 
ing been made to believe that Iwas going with them. 

I will not trouble the court with any remarks 
on the juſtneſs of my opinion concerning the ſpi- 


rit of violence with which the officers in general 


were actuated, as ſo many inconteſtible proofs of 
it have ſince appeared; but I muſt beg leave to 
mention a few circumſtances, in order to evince how 
true were my ſentiments of captain Goddard, and 
how improbable | is his aſſertion, that he ſhould not 
have joined in the aſſociation, had not I perſuaded 
him to it. He made himſelf a member of a ſe- 
cret committee to carry on a correſpondence with 
the other brigades, and offered to carry off his 


battalion, if the reſt would do the ſame, declaring 
that he was ſure it would follow him all over In- 
dia, About the twelfth of May, taking a ride in 
my chaiſe with captain — I ſtopt at a tope 

where 


Violence both from him, and from the reſt of the 


* 
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where captain Goddard was, and in the courſe of 
converſation having expreſſed my opinion that 
lord Clive would never give up the point to them, 


he anſwered, by uſing ſome expreſſions , which 


*I repeated to captain Bevan immediately, which 
te the more convinced me of his violence.” After 


theſe inſtances of his ungovernable temper, let it 


be conſidered whether it is not much more likely 
that he was induced to join with the reſt by his 
own diſpoſition, than by the few arguments I uſed 
at his table, where I ſhould not have ſaid any 
thing at all, had I not been apprehenſive of greater 


officers ; and had not he in a manner obliged me 


to do it, by aſking me the queſtion I have related. 
If he ated in purſuance of my advice, why did he 
ſo carefully conceal from me all the meaſures that 
were carrying on in April? and why did he ſtrictly 
enjoin ſerjeant Hardy, who was employed to copy 
ſome of their ſele& committee's letters, to be par- 
ticularly careful that I did not come to the know- 
ledge of them? As to captain Goddard's aſſertion, 
that I pointed out to him in the chaiſe captain Be- 
van's readineſs to join in the aſſociation, and 
Mr. Bagot's, that at captain Goddard's table, I 
told them Meſſieurs Bevan and Dunbar ſhould be 
the firſt to reſign, they are certainly miſtaken: I 
am very ſure that I never did any ſuch thing. In- 
deed, it is not to be conceived that I ſhould; for I 
all along uſed my utmoſt endeavours to prevent 


* © By God, if every one aua of my mind, he ſhould do it, or loſe 
bis life.” — Altered by deſire of court, contrary to my incli- 


nation. 
| thoſe 
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thoſe gentlemen from. having any concern in the 
meaſures that were taken; and I cannot but think 
iv little ſtrange that Mr. Bagot, who fat next to 
» captain Parker, at the lower end of two tables, 
. whilſt captain Goddard and 1 fat at the upper 
end, ſhould be the only perſon to remember ſo 
ente a circumſtance. 

in Goddard's aſſertion relative 66 memo- 
fl, chat had been preſented, muſt alſo be a mif- 
tale: the converſation in queſtion happened about 
the twentieth or twenty-fifth of January; and the 
Arſt- memorial prefented was dated about the 
twenty-fifth of February. I do not recollect, 


} 


2»: * Indeed, that memorials were at all mentioned: 
| "however; it is a mattef of no conſequence, for if 


they had, I ſhould certainly have adviſed againſt 
them, as 1 concluded that lord Clive and the 
© council would not report their reſolution; and ima- 


gined that the officers; who ſeemed determined 


upon the recovery of their Batta, would only be ex- 


| aſperated the more. 


aptain Goddard muſt alſo be miſtaken 4 in what 
he mentions of my adviſing the ſcheme to be put 


' in execution before the next ſhips ſailed, ** as their 
| darrying home accounts of the Batta being reduced, 


would flrengthen his lordſbip's intereſt ſo much, that it | 


would be impoſſible to attempt the recovery of it after- 


ward. The Grenville and Kent, which carried 

the news of the reduction of the Batta, were diſ- 
patched the twenty-ninth- of January, and it was 
thought would have been diſpatched much earlier; 
ſo chat it was impoſſible for any ſcheme to have 
1 been 
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bern put in e tecutiof in time To 2 
that f Lan ring proofs,” if neceffüry, that T have - 
not been actuated by that ſpirit of patty; which 
captaf Goddard ſceims to infinuate. 
am aftortiſhed' at captain Goddatd's afferting; 
that he Wanted to make Kndwn the eircumſtanc 
of his preſent depoſition to lord Clive and general 
Carta i but was prevented by being ordered atvay 
from” Monghitr. After the converſation which 1 
have alteady mentioned to have paſſed between | 
the twelfth or thirtecnth of May, he told me the 
he intended going to Patna. Being very glad 
get rid of him, T'ehtoutaged him in his intention, 
and advifed him to go that very evening. Soon 
after leaving him, I met captain N 
with! another gentletnaß, and told bit, chat 
ſhould ſend orders to major Champion, to * 
point him to the command of captain Goddard's 
battalion, © To the beſt of my recollectlon, 'while 
I vas talking with captain Pearſon, captain God- 
dard came galloping up, and ſaid, he had Altered 
his mind, and would not go to Patna; I told him 
he was very fickle, and then proceeded on to 
Monghier. In the evening he came itito the fort, 
in contradiction to expreſs orders which had been 
given out, that no officer ſhould leave the detach- 
ment. Appreheriding that he was come with fone 
bad deſign, I placed hircarrahs (black pits) upon. 
him, to give me intelligence of what he was about; 
and ſome time afterwards, finding that he did not 
out of the fort of his on accord, 1 ſent eap- 
tain Smith to order him out. The next morning 
| G 1 $I 
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in conſequence of directions I had received from 
lord, Clive, to ſend down 10 Calcutta ſuch of the 
captains as had been moſt active, I ordered capy 
tain Goddard, and five other gfficers, to prepare 
themſelves 40 ſet out for Calcutta, at five o lock 
in the afternoon. An hour or two afterwards. 1 
received another Jetter from lord Clive, 5 haping 
** that the officers would remain upon duty till. big 
F arrival ;” whereupon I immediately wrote a, lets 
ter addreſſed to captain Goddard, and the other of- 

ers, requeſting that they wauld ſtay, till his lord- 
e arriyal, which I aſſured them would be the 
next day. 1 ſoon after met captain Goddard in ane 
of the ſquares, engaged in“ altercation, with cap- 
tain Stainforth, whom he accuſed of intending to 


ſtay behind che reſt af the officers. After ſome 


other converſation, I aſked bim whethef he had 
ſhewn my letter ta the officers? He told me, that I 
ſhould ſoon have an anſwer to it. Some time af · 
ter, while I. was fitting: at dinger, he came to me 
with gaptain lieutenant Skinner, I aſked them if 
the officer intended complying with my requeſt ? 
captain Skinner told me that he belieyed they 
would ; upon which captain Goddard immediately 
ſd to him, 5 anſwer for, yourſelf, I. de not be. 
* lieve. they will,” I aſked him who would not, 
he replied, captain Goddard will not.“ I have 
ea book informed, that at the meetipg which was 
held to conſider of it, he deglared that if nobody 
elſe would, go, he would go alone. Theſe, cir- 
cumſtances I have mentioned: thus particularly, in 
order to ſhew how little foundation there is for his 

1 aſſerting 
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hier. Nac 2 Fi 4649 : | 
| As. to T's rel lng 6 rprize che ar an _offceraf 
wg lit 1 157 7 5 jk 2 ah 
to, 1 0 7 5 745 ch an expreſſion wis | 
made "hs * by 7975 ody, mach Jeſy; can 1 cons | 
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Some particulars. caine to my knowledge, as I have 
Nl already related, about the twenty-fourch ar twenty= 
ffch of A April, and ſome about the twenty: he 
I have ſince, learned however, t that there were many, : 
other circumſtances with which, I was, then unac⸗ 


quainted. dE ai i oh. 01 Arnd 
Whether captain Now! an ever made he ſpeech 


which Mr. Watts mentions, I do not know but 
Jam certain that I never heard him. X 

I do not recollect that lieutenant, Dunbar. ever. 
informed me before, he, went to Fatna, of more 
than one meeting, and that was in che month Mt . 
January. 

There is one chrcumſtance which 1 muſt — — 
the liberty of mentioning by way of a. proof, that 
I have the good of the ſervice. at beart; and am 
not capable of adviſing any meaſure detrimental. to 
it, to gratify my private purpoſes. 1 offered. to 6 
pay out of my own pocket the Poapley bonds of, 


«„ #335 


3 gentlemen, captain Stainforth, lieutenants 
| G 2 Shrimpton, 
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Shrimpton, M*Pherſon, Dunbar, Kyd, and en- 
ſign Patton, Ne o twenty- four thouſand 
rupees, in ordef to induce them to quit the aſſo- 
. although I was at the ſame time ſenſible 
of its being very uncertain. whether or not thoſe 
gentlemen would ever be able* 40 re pay me. 9 
1 am forry to have troubled 1 court with fo 
long a detail, nor ſhould T have done it, had not 
I judged it neceſſary, in order to ſhew how much 
the whole tenor of my conduct contradicts the 
charge which has been brought againſt me. I 
have only one thing more to Boer that in the 
converſation which paſſed at captain Gbddard's, 1 
never adviſed any aſſociktion, much lefs ſuch vio- 
lent” ones as afterwards took” place; and that I 


have often expreſſed my opinion, that the officers 


who were determined upon reſigning, ſhould have 
ſent in their commiſſions one by one, inſtead of 
w peg. to do | it ina body. . Kei 
Mr. RET Wonne, kor in the com- 
pany's ſervice, being duly ſworn, was aſked by 
lieutenant-colonel Sir Robert Fletcher, what he 
knows of complaints made by him of the irregula- 
rities of the officers, and his wiſhes to get rid of 
ſome of them for the public good? 
A. During the time he was with Sir Robert 
Fletcher, in the months of January and February 
| 2765, he has often heard him complain of the 
irregularities of many of the- officers, and their 
inattention to their duty; and he has frequently 
repeated the ſame complaints in letters, which he 
22 a * . | has 
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has received from him in the courſe of the , year 
1765.—As to wiſhing to get rid of ſome of them 
for the public good, he is certain that Sir Robert 
Fletcher often ſpoke of the great plague and trou- 
ble he met with from ſome of them, and the diffi- 
culty of getting them to comply with their duty: 
and that he underſtood, from the general tenor of 
Sir Robert F letcher's words and letters, that he 
did wiſh to get rid of them, that he mi ight the 
more eaſily eſtabliſh a proper diſcipline. * 

Q. What ſentiments has lieutenant- colonel 
Robert Fletcher declared to him regarding aſſocia- 
tions in general, and particularly that in 1763, 
and when ? 

A. As to the late aſſociation he never wrote to 
him for or againſt it. With regard to the aſſociation 
in 1765, he wrote to him on the fourteenth of 
May, that he entirely diſapproved of it; and that 
the governor and council muſt either ſupport their 
authority or give it up, 

Q. What ſentiments has Sir Robert Fletcher 
declared to him regarding civil diſputes, and 
when ? 

A. In November 1765, he received a 1 
from Sir Robert Fletcher, mentioning his having 
heard of the diſputes at the board, and wiſhing 
that all diſſentions were put an end to here for the 
public good, as peace and unanimity were eſ- 

ta »liſhed at home. This is the only letter he re- 
members to have received from Sir Robert Flet- 


cher on civil diſputes, 


2. 
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Q. Did be ever hear captain Goddard make 
any remarks on the reduction of the Batta, and 
the officers ſerving as volunteers? 

A. He does not recolle& to have heard captain 
Goddard declare his opinion of the reduction of 
the Batta ; he remembers a few days after his ar- 
rival in Calcutta, his ſpeaking of the officers ſer- 
ving as volunteers as a meaſure that had obſtructed 


7 ſucceſs. 


7 


' Caprain Bevan recalled into court. 


Q. By Sir Robert Fletcher. — Did not r Hevts- 
nant-colonel Sir Robert Fletcher before he dined 
at captain Goddard's adviſe him, in the ſtrongeſt 
terms, not to be concerned in the reſignation * 

A. Yes, he did. 

Q. Did not Sir Robert Fletcher in the month 
of January or December laſt, aſſure him he ſhould 
be no loſer by the reduction of the Batta, as he 
would take care to make it up to him another 
way? | 
A. He did ſome time in December, before the 
time he adviſed him againſt reſigning. | 

Did he not about the ſame time acquaint 
him that he would do the ſame for the reſt of his 
family, lieutenants Kyd and Dunbar? | 

A. To the beſt of his Knowledge he did. 

2. Notwithſtanding all Sir Robert Fletcher's 
arguments againſt a refignation, did not he (cap- 
tain Bevan) tell him that he could not but reſign 


vith the reſt ? 
"= 


(a3 


A. He believes he did in the month of January, 
when he came into his room? 

Q. Has not Sir Robert Fletcher alas com- 
plained heavily of the irregularities of the-officers, 
and wiſhed heartily to get rid of ſome of them, 
in hopes of reforming the reſt thereby ? 32011 

A. He has frequently complained of the irregu- 
larities of the officers, and to the beſt of his knows 
ledge, he has wiſhed to get rid of ſome of them, 
in hopes of reforming the reſt. 

Q. Did he dine with lieutenant Shrimpton the 
ſame day Sir Robert Fletcher dined vith captain 
Goddard in January laſt ? 

A. He believes he did. 


E Did be ever hear mention made of an inten- 


tion of the officers to ſerve as volunteers d 
that day? iid 
A. He does not remember he ever did 

Q. In January, when the officers of the firſt 
brigade complained of the reduction of the Batta, 
did not they ſeem determined at all events to re- 
cover it, or quit the ſervice? 

A. He imagined ſo at that time. 

| When it came to Sir Robert Fletcher $ 
knowledge i in April, that the officers had-engaged 
in an aſſociation, did he not expreſs his furprize at 
its being carried on without his knowledge? 

A. To the beſt of his recollection he did. 

Q. Did; Sir Robert Fletcher then expreſs his 


firm belief that a reſignation of m, k | 


been entirely laid aſide ? 
A, He believes he did. 


* , 
- 
4 
* 
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Q. At or about the time he was applied to 
for his commiſſion, did Sir Robert Fletcher tell 
im that he could not then believe the PPE 
would actually take place? 1 

A. He believes he might oy ſo a day or two 
i 5 1 
Q. Towards the latter end of April, did he 
hear Sir Robert Fletcher uſe arguments with lieu- 
tenant Knott to FO his joining with the 
= | ? "014 

A. Yes, he did. 

2. On the morning when Sir Robert F letcher 
heard that the officers here had written to Ma- 
draſs, to prevent the officers of that eſtabliſhment 
from coming to Bengal, did he not immediately 
write a letter to his brother, and forward i it to lord 
Clive ? 

A. Ten, he did. | 
1 
The original letter, which was lad before the 

% court, is as follows. 
My dear BroTHzR, MASTERS | 

HAVING this moment been informed that 
letters are written to Madraſs, by ſome of our mi- 
litary gentry, adviſing thoſe of your eſtabliſhment, 
that an aſſociation will certainly take place here 
for reſigning all commiſſions, unleſs the double 
Batta be reſtored, and repreſenting to you the 
hardſhips of the ſervice in ſuch ſtrong colours, as 
to prevent, if poſſible, your complying with or- 
ders that may be ſent for the removal of ſome of 

3 your 
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your officers hither ; I muſt intreat you by every 
tie, public as well as private, to exert yourſelf in 
rendering ſuch letters ineffectual, and to prevail 
on your brother-officers to fly to Bengal with the 


ſame zeal. and chearfulneſs, as if you were taking 
a voyage for the defence of your native country. 


1 remain, &c. 
ia . (Signed) RogERT F LETCRER. 

Queſtion by Sir Robert Fletcher. —On the 
twenty-fourth or twenty-fifth of April, did not 
Sir Robert Fletcher tell him that he had received 
private intelligence from a gentleman that the of- 
ficers were to deliver in their commiſſions to him 
on the firſt of May! ? 

A. He believes he did. 


Q. A day or two before the reſignation, did Sir 


Robert Fletcher tell him that he had intelligence 
of an intended mutiny; but that he was confident 
he could prevent every thing of that kind? | 
A. He told him of the intended mutiny; but 
he does not tecollect his ſaying he was confident he 
could prevent every thing of that kind. 80 

Q: 'In what manner did he mention it? © -» 

A. He told him he had heard of an intended 
mutiny; but could give no credit to the report, or 
words to that purpoſe. 

Q. Did Sir Robert Fletcher often tell bim 1 in 


April and May, that lord Clive would never give 


up the point to the officers? 
H 5 A. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
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A. After the thing became public, he often 
heard him ſay it was his firm belief, that lord 


Clive would never give up the point to the of- 


ficers. 
Q. After the reGgnation took place, did Sir 


Robert Fletcher frequently tell him that his lord- 


ſhip had got a fine opportunity of weeding the 
army, which would be of great . to the 
ſervice ? 

A. He believes he has mentioned i it to him. 

Q. The twelfth or thirteenth of May, when Sir 
Robert Fletcher, and he (captain Bevan) rode. out 
in the chaiſe, did they not ſtop in the tope, where 
captain Goddard was encamped, when Sir Robert 
Fletcher talked to captain Goddard in private about 
eight or nine minutes, and immediately returned 
to his chaiſe ? 

A. Yes, he did. 

Q. Soon after Sir Robert F letcher's return to 
Fo, chaiſe, did he not inform him that captain 
Goddard had aſked leave to go to Patna, as he 
ſaid, to avoid ſeeing lord Clive and general Car- 
nac, and that he had not only granted it, but 
urged his ſetting off that very evening; alſo that 
he ſaid he was happy in the thought of having 
captain Pearſon at the head of his battalion? 

A. To the beſt of his recollection Sir Robert 
Fletcher did tell him ſo, or words to that pur: 
poſe. 

Q. When captain Goddard came into the fort 
that night, contrary to orders, did not Sir Robert 


Fletcher expreſs his fears that he would be about 
no 


(a7) 


no good, and order captain Bevan to place hir= 
carrahs or ſpies over him ? | 

A. He did. 

Q. Did not Sir Robert Fletcher ſoon after ſend 
him politive orders to quit the garriſon, and re- 
turn to his detachment ? 

A. He remembers Sir Robert Fletcher's ſending 
captain Smith, he believes, with orders to captain 
Goddard to quit the garriſon. 

Q. Did not Sir Robert Fletcher that night ſend 
| ſecret orders to major Champion, to be watchſul 

over captain Goddard's battalion ? 

A. Yes, he did. Cons: Bevan wrote the 
orders, -. 

Q. In the month of January and afterwards, 
has he not often heard Sir Robert Fletcher ſpeak 
of captain Goddard in very unfavourable terms? 

A. He believes both before and after that time, 
he has heard him ſpeak unfavourably of captain 


Goddard. 
. Did not Sir Robert Fletcher give it as his 


opinion towards the latter end of April, that lord 
Clive would find no difficulty in getting as many 
officers to return to the ſervice as he pleaſed? 

A. He believes he did. 

Q. On the fourteenth in the morning, after Sir 
Robert Fletchcr had ordered captain Goddard and 
ſome other officers to prepare to ſet off for Calcutta 
by five o'clock that evening, did he not write a 
letter to captain Goddard, and the reſt of the officers 


of the brigade, requeſting it as a fayour, they 
H 2 


* 
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would remain till next day, when he aſſured them 
his lordſhip would arrive ? 
A. Yes, he did. 

Qi. In the month of January, when Sir Robert 
Fletcher adviſed him againſt joining in the reſig- 
nation; did he not tell him, that thoſe in particu- 
lar who enjoyed double poſts would incur the 
diſpleaſure of the governor and council, and not 
be readmitted into the ſervice ? 

A. He believes he did, 

Q. After the firſt of May, when the officers 
had given in their commiſſions to Sir Robert 
Fletcher, did he not expreſs his ſurprize that they 
had ſent them in a bundle ; obſerving that he ex- 
pected that every one would have given in his 
pun, or words to that purpoſe ? | 

To the beſt of his knowledge he did. 


The court then adjourned till to-morrow morn- 
ing nine o clock. 


Thurſday 


(C 6a) 


Thurſday September 1 k 1766, 
The coun met purſunn to 8 | 
| Preſent, the preſident and 8 of 9 
Lieytenantecalagel FLETCBIR called into court, 


THE hon. Charles Stuart, writer in the com- 
pany's ſervice, being duly ſworn, was aſked' by 
lieutenant-colonel Sir Robert Fletcher, if he had 
not often heard him complain of the licentiouſneſs 
of many of the officers, and wiſh to get rid of ſome 
of them, in hopes thereby of eſtabliſhing diſei- 
pline and good order among the reſt? 

A. He has, particularly in the month of No- 
vember, 1765. 

Captain Henry Watſon, quarter- maſter- general, 
being duly ſworn, was ald by Sir Robert Flet- 
cher, if he had not often heard him com- 
plain of the licentiouſneſs of many of the officers, 
and wiſh to get rid of ſome of them, in — 
thereby of eſtabliſhing diſcipline amongſt the 
reſt Pt 
A. He has often heard Sir Robert Fletcher 
complain of the irregularity of the officers of the 
- firſt brigade, and their inattention to his orders: 

this was a little while before the aſſociation, and he 
even heard him mention the Tame ſome months be- 

fore 


(466 ') 


fore that time : the latter part of the queſtion he 
cannot charge his memory with. 


Mr. Jamzs Ponakn recalled into court. 


Queſtions by Sir Robert Fletcher. While he 
acted as Sir Robert Fietcher's aide-de · camp, did 
he (Sir Robert Fletcher) not often expreſs his un- 
eaſineſs to him on account of the irregularity of 
ſome of the officers of the firſt brigade ? 

A. He did. 

Q. Did not Sir Robert Fletcher frequently ſay, 
that he was determined, at all riſques of his own 
peace and quiet, to effect a reformation, or words 
to that effect? P 

A. He did. 

Q. In the month of January, before he diried 
with Sir Robert Fletcher, at captain Goddard's, 
did not Sir Robert Fletcher tell him, that if thoſe 

that held double poſts reſigned the ſervice, they 
in particular would not be readmitted ; or words 
to that purpoſe ? 

A. To the beſt of his recollection he did. 
Q. Did not he tell Sir Robert Fletcher, that he 
could not ſubſiſt without his double poſt, or words 
to that effect ? EN cf 
A. To the beſt of his Wolle don he did. 

Q. When he told Sir Robert Fletcher in the 
month of April, that he had agreed to join the 
reſt of the officers engaged in the reſignation; did 


not Sir Robert Fletcher reprimand him for ſo do- 
ing in the ſtrongeſt terms, and tell him, that he 
expected 


( 5s ) 
expected a very different conduct from him and 
Mr. Kyd; or words to that purpoſe? 

A. He did. 

Qi. Does he remember how near to l 

Goddard he fat the day he dined in his tent wich 
Sir Robert Fletcher? 6 

A. To the beſt of his recolleQion he ſat next to 
captain Parker, who ſat next to captain Goddard. 

Q. What does he remember of the converſation 
that paſſed between captain Goddard and Sir Ro- 
bert Fletcher? | 

A. The firſt thing that paſſed was, captain 
Goddard's aſking Sir Robert Fletcher, what he 
would do ſuppoſing all the officers of the brigade 
were to leave him? to which Sir Robert Fletcher 
replied, that would not be a good ſcheme. He 
ſaid, better give in your commiſſions to- me, and 
ſerve as volunteers till the pleaſure of the go- 
vernor and council is known; and then a little af- 
ter this Sir Robert Fletcher ſaid, that if the of- 
ficers reſigned, before the ſhips ſailed for 2 
it was probable they would carry their point; 
words to that purpoſe. 

Q. Did captain Goddard aſſign any reaſon for 
his not joining the officers ſooner ? 

A. He underſtood from captain Goddatd's | 
converſation, that he thought himſelf ill uſed in 
not being conſulted on the occaſion, he being the 
oldeſt captain preſent. | 

Q. Did he not hear Sir Robert F licher in 
January laſt, adviſe lieutenant Kyd againſt reſign- 
ing the ſervice? 


3 A. 
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A. To the beſt of his recollection he did hear 
Sir Robert Fletcher give lieutenant Kyd advice on 
that head, 

Q Was he preſent at a meeting of the officers, 
when upon Sir Robert Fletcher and captain Be- 
van paſſing through the ſquare whert it was held, 
the doors were — mut, and the lights 
put out, to prevent its eviniog to Sir Robert Flets 
cher's I. 5-791 5 Q 

A. He was. 


Mr. JAMES Warts recalled into court. 


' Queſtions by. Sir Robert F leteher.— Did he 
hear captain Goddard ſay as a reaſon for his not 
joining ſooner with the officers; in the reſignation, 
that he thought himſelf flighted in not being par- 
ticularly conſulted, as the oldeſt officer? 

A. He did hear captain Goddard ſay fo, of 
words to that purpoſCe. 

Q. Before the officers left Monghier, did he 
not hear captain Goddard ſay it was the officers 
own faults if they did not Ls their point z or 
words to that effect? | 
A. He has heard captain Goddard make uſe of 
ſome ſuch exprations,: but before Thom he cans 

not tell, 


— A little before the firſt of May, has he 
heard any officer ſay that they were apprehenſive 
Sir Robert: Fletcher would make them Prlloners, 
and not accept of their commiſſions? | 1 


A. 
A 


£483 
A. He has heard ſome officers ſay 0 but he 


does not remember who. 
Q. If the public officers of Sir Robert F lercher's 


family had not entered into the aſſociation,” what 


effect would that have had upon his conduct? 
A. He cannot pretend to ſay what effect their 
example might have had upon him, before he 
had engaged himſelf in the aſſociation; but after 
he had, neither their example, nor what Sir Robert 
Fletcher could have ſaid, would have prevented 
him from adhering to his engagements. 

Q. Did Sir Robert Fletcher dine with him at 
his houſe more than once during the ume he v was 
at Monghier ? 5 

A. He dined with him only once. 

William Patten, enſign in the firſt regiment of 
infantry; being duly ſworn, was aſked by Sir Ro- 
bert Fletcher, if the public officers of his family 
had not entered into the aſſociation, what effect 
would that have had upon his conduct? 
A. He would not have entered into it. 

Q. In the beginning of January, when the of- 
ficers firſt had a meeting, was any reaſon aſſigned 
why captain Goddard did not join with the reſt? 

A. The reaſon given by the officers was, that 
captain Goddard thought he ſhould have been 
particularly conſulted and as he was the oldeſt. 
captain, expected the reſt ſhould have met at _ 
tent. 

Q. Did not Sir Robert Feber ſend for him 
about the twenty-ſecond of April, and. adviſe him 
to have no concern in the aſſociation ? 
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A. Yes, he did. 

Q. Did not Sir Robert Fletcher propoſe to 
advance him five hundred pounds, in order that he 
might pay-the penalty-bond,- provided he would 
diſengage himſelf from the aſſociation ? 

A. Yes, Sir Robert Fletcher did offer to advance 
him the money ſeveral times; but he could not 
accept the offer, as he conſidered himſelf further 
bound, 

Q. When the officers were carrying on the 
ſchemes of reſignation, did they uſe much precau- 


tion to keep them from coming to Sir Robert 


Fletcher's knowledge ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Towards the end of April, when the offi- 
cers firſt knew that their proceedings were come to 
the knowledge of Sir Robert Fletcher, did they 
not ſeem much afraid of the conſequence ? 

A. Yes, they were afraid of being ſeat down to 
Calcutta. 

Q. Did they els great reſentment againſt 
the informer ? 

A. Yes. is 27. 

Q. On the fourteenth of May, when the of- 
ficers were deliberating upon the letter of Sir Ro- 
bert Fletcher, requeſting they would ſtay till the 
arrival of lord Clive; what did he hear captain 
Goddard declare? 

A. He heard captain Goddard ſay, that though 
all the nenn ſhould ages to ſtay, he would go 
away alone. 


. 
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Q. When Sir Robert Fletcher adviſed bim 
againſt reſigning, did not he tell him that as he 
enjoyed a double allowance as a ſeapoy afficer, he 
would, by quitting the ſervice, ' ſo far incur the 


diſpleaſure of the governor and council, as never 

to be admitted into the 11 _ or * 

to that effect? 

A. Yes, he did. e 

Allen M*Pherfon, lieutenant in the firſt tegi- 
ment of infantry on the Bengal eſtabliſhment, be- 
ing duly ſworn, was afked by Sir Robert Fletcher, 
if the officers did not feem determined to have We 

Batta reſtored, or to quit the ſervice? 

A. Yes, they dic. 

Q. If the public officers of Sir Robert Flew 
cher's family had not entered into the aſſociation, 

what effect would that have had upon bis con- 

D 

A. He thinks if they had ſtood out, he mould 
not have engaged in it. 

Qi. Did not Sir Robert Fletcher ſend for him 
between the twentieth and twenty - fifth, and adviſe 
him to have no concern in the aſſociation? In 

A. Yes, he did. = 3:9 
Q. Did not Sir Robert Fletcher ſend bor him | 
again in May, and adviſe him by no means to ſuffer 
his brother to leave the brigade, and at the fame 
time offer to advance him money to pay the five 

hundred pounds penalty, which he would l 

ble to incur by retracting ? . 
A. Yes, he did. 


I 2 John 
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John Shrimpton, lieutenant in the firſt regiment 
of infantry on the Bengal eſtabliſhment, being du- 
ly ſworn, was aſked by Sir Robert Fletcher, if he 
did not ſend for. him between the twentieth and 
twenty-fifth of April, and aſſure him it was his 
opinion that.lord Clive would never give way to 
the combination of the officers f 

A. He did about that time. 

Q. Did he not tell Sir Robert Fletcher, that by 
coold not retract at that tine? 
A. To the beſt of his knowledge he did. 

Q. Some time in the beginning of May, did not 
Sir Robert Fletcher offer to advance him money 
to pay the five hundred pounds penalty, wich he 
was liable to'incur by ee ere „ | 

A. He did. 


Coptaip TroMas-FREDERIC SMITH recalled in- 
to court. 


Queſtions by Sir Robert Feeder; as did 
he obſerve of Sir Robert Fletcher's conduct dur- 
ing the time he was at Monghier between the 
eleventh and ſeventeenth of May, 1766, in regard 
to his preventing.andquelling diſturbances among! 
the officers and ſoldiers ? 

A; It was in every reſpect becoming the cha- 
racter of a good officer. 

Q. Did not Sir Robert Fletcher ſend him l 
poſitive orders to turn captain Goddard out of the 
fort of Monghier? 

A. He did. 
Q. 
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Qi. On the fourteenth' of May, about dinner. 
time, did he ſee Sir Robert Fletcher ſhew captain 
Goddard lord Clive's letter, requeſting the n 
to ſtay till his lordſnip's arrival at Mlonghier? of! 

AH. He did. 9 11 N io bal d e 
 - Moſes Crawford late ſurgeon Laſſiſtant, now 

enſign in the firſt regiment of infantry on che Ben- 

gal eſtabliſhment, being duly ſworn, was afked' by 
Sir Robert Fletcher, if he did not ſend for him oi 
the fourteenth of May, and uſe many SNARE 
| ch him to accept of a commiſſion ?£= © 

A. Les, he did ſend for him twice, and ahade 
ufc of ſeveral On» which at Taft induced him 
to enter into the army. Aw 3 O) 

Q. Did not Sir Robert Fletcher 4ppoine "og 
ſerjeants to act as officers at the Lite rent 

A. Yes, he did. 2099 : | 

Philip Mufhard, lieutenant lcniolorhin the firſt 
company of artifery, being duly ſworn, was aſked 
by Sir Robert Fletcher, if he did not ſend for him 
on the fourteenth of May, at which time he was a 
conductor of artillery; and alſo for Mr. Raſhfield, 
another conductor of artillery, and * to ap- 
point them to act as officer? 

A. He did. no 


2 


Mr. James + Dvnevan recalled into court. 


Queſtions by Sir Robert Fed — Did he dine 
with Sir Robert Fletcher the day he _ with 
Mr. Watts ? 

A. Yes, he did. 


( &@ ) 
Q. Did he then, or at any othet time, hear cap- 
tain-/Nowlan detlare in the preſence of Sir Robert 
Fletcher, that any officer who reſuſed to reſign, or 
who having engaged to reſign, tetracted, deſerved 
to be R or tots 6 or words to det * 
paſe ?.-; | 
A. No, 8 . 
James Crawford, licutenant in the danch tau 
ion of feapbys, . being duly ſworn, was aſked by 
the court what orders he "Rn n zi Nod 
n =, 

A. He received 0 to join che brigade with 
all poflible expedition. 1 

Q. Of what date were theſe orders 2 b 421 
M Of the tenth or cleventh of Marx. 

Q. When did he receive them ? s | 

A. On the thirteenth. 1 

Q. When did he begin his march? M 

A. On the thirteenth, in conſequence of, orders 
— lord Clive, dated the ninth; he received Sir 
Robert Fletcher's orders in the evening. 

Q. When did he arrive at Monghier ? 

A. The ſeventeentn. 

Q. What is the diſtance of his poſt 4 
Monghier? 

A. Between fifty and ſixty coſs. 

Queſtions by Sir Robert Fletcher.— n his ar- 
rival at Monghier, did not Sir Robert Fletcher 
uſe many arguments with him to continue in the 
ſervice? 

A. He did. 


George 
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George Brown, lieutenant in the firſt regiment of 
infantry, being duly ſworn, was aſked by the court 
where he was ſtationed the firſt of May : 

A. At Jarrapou: 
Q What orders did he receive from Sir Robert 

Fletcher, for recalling him to Monghier ? 
A. Sir Robert Fletcher's orders to return thither, 

Q. When did he arrive at Monghier ? 

A. On the ſixteenth or ſeventeenth of May. 


. Queſtion by Sir Robert Fletcher. —On his ar- 


rival there, did not Sir Robert Fletcher uſe many 
arguments with him to remain in the ſervice ? 

A Hadid... 

Alexander Hardy, late enſign of the firſt, now 
of the ſecond, regiment of infantry on the Bengal 
eſtabliſhment, being duly ſworn, was aſked by Sir 
Robert Fletcher, what injunctions he received from 
captain Goddard, to conceal from Sir Robert 
Fletcher, the correſpondence which the officers of 


the firſt brigade maintained with the ſecond and 


third ? 

A. He copied a letter for captain Goddard, 
addreſſed to the officers of the third - brigade; 
and captain Goddard enjoined him to conceal the 
contents of it from every one, and particularly 
from the colonel. _ 

Q. Whom did he ſuppole captain Goddard 
meant by the colonel ? 

A. Lieutenant-colonel Sir Robert F letcher. 


| The court then adjourned al to· morrow morn- 
* nine o'clock 00 
F day 


, 
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- Friday September 12 te. 
The court met beten to » adjournment. | 


Preſent, the prefcen * 5 reſt of te evidences 


Lieatenant-colonl Sir DORA 1 brougbt 
N into ut. . ere, 

FR Thomas temas OR to the Patna 
factory, being duly ſworn, was aſked by Sir Ro- 
bert Fletcher what he heard publicly talked of in 
Calcutta, in the month of January laſt, about the 
officers intending to reſign their commiſſions? 

A. He heard i it publicly talked of in Calcutta, 
to the beſt of his remembrance, about the latter end 
of January, that the * officers intended to reſign 
their commiſſions. 

Philip Daniel, ſerjeant in lieutenant · colonel Sir 
Robert Fletcher's company in the firſt regiment 
of infantry on the Bengal eftabliſhment, being duly 
ſworn, was aſked by Sir Robert Fletcher, what 
inſtances he could give of lieutenant-colonel Sir 
Robert Fletcher”s influence over the ſoldiers of the 
firſt regiment, particularly about the fourteenth of 
May ? 

A. On the fourteenth of ho. he obſerved a 
great part of the regiment got under arms in a 
rumultuous, mutinous manner; and ſoon after Sir 

| 2 Robert 
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Robert. „de apps eh de ben ad de- 
manded of their unſoldier- like behaviour. - He told 
them it was his deſire they ſhould return to their 
barracks, and aflured them, That if: avery officer of 
the brigade ſhould leave them, he would ſtay with 
them: upon which. the xegiment did rstutn to thelr 
at aa The deponent further ſaid, that he has 


them, ſay, that if it was hot for phe particu- 
lar, regard they had, for, the, oled, they. would 
| man have gong away with the eln 
Were nat 2w0.yolaoerrs, meſeurs Halden 
ry apppinted ms s officers on the 
955 of May ? nc Ho 2018901 but 


ieutenant-colone] dir Robert Flexcher here. ace 
4 the court * be had ad more nyidendel 
to call upon. 

„Nack of the points which rhe.judge- advocate 
had endeavaured to prove remaining uncontroyert- 
ed. he did not trouble the court with the examũ · 
nation of any of the. evidences in teply. He only 
begged leave to Opſerve, that it had appeared-to 


the court, upon the joint evidenge of captain Gods | 


captain Roper, captain Bevanp Mr. Dunbar, 
| and other evidences, that a ſcheme. of. reſigna- 
tion of mmiſſions came to the knowledge of Sir 


and that Sir Robert Fletcher had not made it ap- 
pear to the court, that he at that, or any other pe- 
riod of time, made lord Clive, or general Carnac, 
or x the governor and council, acquainted therewith. 

| K The 


a good many of the regiment, the major 


Les, they erg. noiennite 10 21990! os - 


Robert letcher, in the month af January laſt; 
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| hides: againſt me, with 
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F The coprt chen adjourbed tilt Monday morting 


Rande rnd oolil-rsiblotay 1 lo bebaut 

d 03 i bligdt Nd giileb cid nw ii mor! 

- The cott met Purſnant to aournment. 1 
11e Lan D Sies Act FI 111 9691 Mt j vod: St. * 4d * 
Tame gürl Sir Roztxr Fierchin, beliy 
<<called into court, made : thefollowing obſ obſervati on. 
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6 As H ws nor charged in the courſe of the 
ing to give due 
information to lord Clive," &c. in January laft, I 
did not think N Becelhy ity trouble the court at all 
on that head. In anſwer to the firſt part of the 

judge-advocate's obſervation, I muſt remark that 
no ſcheme of reſignation came to my knowledge in 
January laſt ; nor was any ſcherne then formed. 


Mr. Dunbar did mention ſomething to me of a 
meeting of the officers in January laſt; but at that 


meeting; not à word of refignation was mentioned, 
nor any "ſcheme" whatever propoſed. In this ſtate 
of uncertainty, did things continue until a day or 
two” after 1'dined with captain Goddard, when 1 
was aſſuted that the officers had determined to ad- 


| drefs the governor and council; and it was my 
viſhies that {6 diſagreeable a ſubject ſhould go wot 


rhemſelvesy rather than from me to his alt 
a proof of which, I adviſed their ſending t rl 

dreſs immediately, and not through ' me to the go- 
vernor. The general's anſwer was in like manner 
addreſſed to them. Had the talk of a general re- 
ſignation been confined to Monghier, 'Fſhonld cer- 
tainiy have written to his brd as foon as I heard 


of 
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of it; but at that very time the ſubject was publicly 
ſpoken of every where elſe; and as I was then 
well informed, particularly in Calcutta, and could 
not poſſibly eſcape his lordſhip's ears. I thought 
it therefore much better for me to remain quiet, and 
keep in their confidence, till they had come to ſome 
determination, than prematurely to trouble his 
lordſhip 'with rumours, which I knew were public, 
and for which I did imagine I ſhould not have 
been thanked ; particularly, as I had, 'but a ſhort 
time before, got a ſevere reprimand from the com- 
mittee for writing on the ſubje& of the Batra of 
the commanding officers of the brigades: and as 
a further proof of the juſtneſs of that opinion, I 
ſhall obſerve to the court, that when his lordſhip 
was at Chuprah, I mentioned in one of my letters 
to him, that the officers of the regiment complain- 
ed again of the inſufficiency of their allowance; for 
which I got another reprimand, and was told that 
he was ſurpriſed at my mentioning a ſubje& which 
I knew the board was determined to diſcourage. 
It was not till very near the time of my dining 
with captain Goddard, that I gave over hopes of 
diſſuading my whole family, by which I ſhould 
have brought the whole to nothing; and it was 
my reſolution to have given lord Clive an account 
of that day's converſation immediately, had not 1 
found that, inſtead of adopting the ſcheme I pro- 
poſed, they determined to addreſs the board. About 
the twenty-fourth of April, I informed his lord- 
ſhip that the officers had three months before 


talked of reſigning, if their Batta was not reſtored z 
K 2 and 
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and his lordſhip at that time entirely approved of 
my conduct. In like manner when the officers 
determination to reſign came to my knowledge 
about the twentieth of April, I firſt of all uſed 
my endeavours to break it off myſelf, by perſuads 
ing all over whom I had any influence, not tg 
perſiſt in it, till finding I could not ſucceed, and 
being aſſured by the additional information which 
I received the twenty-fourth or tweaty-fifth, that 
they would certainly put their ſcheme in execu- 
tion, I then gave immediate notice to his lord - 
ſhip. I muſt remark, that in one of my letters to 
his "16rdſhip, before his arrival at Monghier, about 
the twelfth or thirteenth of May, I did inform 
him that I had once pretended to enter into ſome 


af their intended meaſures, and mentioned it again 
to him at Monghier. I further beg leave to in- 


form the court that lord Clive found it needleſs 
to anſwer my letter of the twelfth or thirteenth of 
May, becauſe his lordſhip expected to be at Mong- 
hier himſelf the next day. On the fifteenth, when 
his lordſhip arrived, I, among other remarks, re- 
peated to his. lordſhip-what I mentioned in that 


letter, and his lordſhip expreſſed himſelf entirely. 


ſatisfied with my conduct. _ | 
The court, then enquired of lieutenant-colonel 
dir Robert Fletcher, if he could produce any proofs 
of lord Clive's having expreſſed himſelf entirely ſa- 
tisfied with his conduct; to which Sir Robert Flet- 
cher replied, no, he could not, as it. was a private. 
converſation between lord Clive and him, and this 
did not occur to Sir Robert Fletcher, until the 
preſident 


1 by 


next, bur wall continue. to ſerye until the affair js 


without my particular advice ; fo he conſulted me 
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preſident asked him if lord Clive anſwered bis 
— of the twelfth or thirteenth of May. 
Lieutenant · colonel Sir Robert Fletcher begged 
18. to lay before the court, an extract from his 
letter to lord Clive, dated the tweaty-fifth of April, 
together with his lordſhip's anſwer and deſired chat 
the court would admit of their being eatered-wpon 
the face of the proceedings, - which being ag! 
to, hey eee 5 


Extract ak 4 letter from leutemant-colonel S 
 RopzrT FLETCHER) to = wat n che 
Moc Poo -Girk of. Axel. 1766. 41-50 
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16 e 
attempt for the recovery of their Batta : thei 


co as J underſtand, are to be ſent to me 
at the end of this month, together with a letter 


informing me that they will, draw no pay for the 
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finally determined” for or againſt them. * 
Bevan, who is ſtrongly connected with me 
— is the only one of the brigade that is is 


clear of this, as he does nothing of conſaquenoe 


upon this occaſion, and it ' was agreed that ha 


ſhould ſtand ſingly agaialt the torrent, and:plead 
his obligations to your lordfhip as 4 ſufficient 
reaſon for e fs NE 


„ + (4 8A 
© al 


( 7) 

„This, however, does by no means ſatisfy them: 
ſeveral attacks have been made on him ſince, but 
to no purpoſe; he does and will continue firm, 


without diſcovering the leaſt marks of irreſojution, 
although rhreatened with ruin : 4 combination is 
now on foot not to ſpeak to him, and am uſing 
my influence with three or four of the beſt not to 
Join in it, 

From a lan 1 ave ee ben sir Roben 
Barker, which I now tranſmit to your lordſhip, to- 
gether with my anſwer, 1 judge the other brigades 
are ripe for the ſame purpoſe. Whatever reaſons 
the indigent majority may or may not have 
for carrying this matter ſo far, I hardly ſee 
any . of a gur for "thoſe ers bear Mee 


np 


J am, my lord, yours, &c. 


F rom lord CLIVR, to 3 Sir Ro- 


BERT FLETCHER, dated Motejil, Tan 28, 1766. 


n 


| 1 HAVE this moment received your 3 of 
the twenty- fifth inſtant, encloſing Sir Robert Bar- 
ker's letter to you, and your anſwer. Your conduct 
vwith reſpect to the combination entering into by 
the officers of the brigade under your command is 


highly commendable, and you have my ſincere 


thanks on the occaſion. Notwithſtanding their 


| 1 reſolution, I cannot think they will ac- 
. 8 tually 
8 
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| tall go through with it; and indeed, 1 hope for % 3 

1 their own ſakes, they will not; for I am determinnk 
ed chat any man who is his commiſſion fromm 
gd other cauſe of diſguſt "than whawYou mention, * 
ſſmall be immediately | — 

et roſtored, 2 
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2 conſideration, the — for and 
againſt the priſonee lieutenant · colone} Sir Robert 
Fletcher, together with his defence, are of opinion, 
— — . is guilty of mutiny, the crime laid to his 
each of the third and fourth articles 
IE the — ſection of the articles of war; the 
priſoner having excited ſedition, — 
to the knowledge of a mutiny, or intended mu- 
tiny, having delayed to give information thereof to 
his commanding officer — The court do therefore 
adjudge him, and he is * * to bg. 
caſhiered. 
Fl 


THoMAs PEARSON, „ Ricnanp SMITH, 
Judge- Advocate. Preſident, 


„ 


